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PREFACE 


AD I attempted my ſelf to hawe 
H publiſhed any thing of this nature, 
which I now would only recommend ; 
1 ſhoald then have had too great reaſon to 
have made an Excuſe, and indeed too juſt 
fears not to have obtais”d it : but fince the 
Goodneſs, Authority, and Picty of the de- 
ceaſed Author, are ſo very deſervedly valued 
by the World, T ſhall only concern my ſelf 
to let the Reader know that the following 
Tratts were his own writing, as I was deſt- 
red by the Bookſeller to do, and wiich piece 
of Service I could not well deny him, hawing 
compared the Sheets with ſome Manuſcripts 
that are in my hands, and with ſome occaſio- 
wal Notes of his upon the Bivle and Com 
mon Prayer-Book, which were lately ſold 
with his other Books ;, and indeed after their 
reſolation to publiſh them ander his nance, 
| A 2 if 


The Preface, 
it was bat reaſon that the Reader ſhould be 
. ſatisfied they were ſuch as they were repre- 
ented. | | 
And beſides the Authority that they may 
have, the Uſefulneſs of the firſt to reſtrain 


the Prowocations and m—_ which this 


Age, as moral as it pretends to be, is ſo | 


wery full of, and of the other to diſpel the 
Carelesſeſs and Indifferency of the World 


towards any Worſhip at all, as full of Re- | 


ligion, or rather pieces of it as at pre- 
ſent it is, may now add to its recommena- 
Ag. | | 
For firſt, the Sinfulneſs of Revenge is 
fo wery great, and the pretended occaſions 
for it ſo wery many, that the fatal fore- 
runners of it, Anger and Malice, can't be 


$00 many ways, 10r indeed by any, too ſe- 


perely exploded : For though its certain 
that the Courage of the preſent Age does 
wot, any more than the Piety, come up to 
the Excellency of the Antient and Primi- 
tive time ;, yet that which is call d Cou- 
rage, (no better it may be tha an ill tim'd 
and ill manag'd Reſentment,) will fly oft- 
ner in their Faces than their Conſcience 
ftill, and raiſe the Concern for an affected 
Reputation, much above the care jor their 
truly real and etermul Safcty. 
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The Preface. 


For a miſtaken Reſentment quickly for- 
ets all Obligations of Natare , Country, 
religion, aud the == Fleſb and Blaod too 
ſometimes, in the beighth of an encoarag'd 
Paſſion, and unthinking fury; and the 
frequent repeating it ſerves only to harder 
the moſt recommending Tendernefſs of our 
Natares to another Perſon, and at length 
it may and does too ſometimes, make 4 
Man forget that ſelf preſerving Care that is 
ſo unqueſtionably due to his own : Where- 
as the excuſing 4 Provacat ion may include 
the having a Power to revenge it, and be- 
ſides this, here is the Credit of the moſt 
difficult and recommending Maſtery gain'd, 
that of a Mans ſelf : and thus a Mar is moſt 
likely to ſecure that Dominion which he 
would be aſſuming even over his Neigh- 
boar, whoſe Pril and Reſentment, = 
too provokingly urg'd, may prove as great 
As bh. If Tem Sd a = ly 
with this agreeable reſtraint upon ck 
ungovernable Paſſions of their Nature, Re- 
wvenge would be left to God, who wasalways 
pleas'd to reſerve it to himſelf who can beſt 
right our injur'd Innocence, with an hand 
whoſe Correttion he can withdraw at his 
day a (which command of our ſelves we 
to be ſure can't pretend to;) ſo ſhall we 
| be 


The Preface. 


be freed frons the ingdecencies of Revenge that 


can never be amended, if the ſinfulneſs of 
# ſhould be repented of ; =F a Man once 

rovok'd were as willing ts forget, as the 
Almighty, though never ſo incenſed, is to 
forgive upon the Submiſſion of a repenting 
Offenatr. | 

Thus much may ſerve to ſro the 
Reader to attend to the following Diſcourſe 
with a true Intention not to reſiſt ſuch 
influence, as by the Bleſſing of God it may 
have upon him, as that good Man doubt- 
leſs prayd it might when he writ it, and 
as I heartily deſire it may to all that 
read tt. 

In Relation to the other Trafts they 
may without doubt be very ſerviceable, not 
only to the Tounger in years, bat to m_ 
too whoſe neglect of their time may in this 
7 eſpeit, have ſhamefully levelPd them with 
thoſe , whoſe ſmaller Time and Judement 
have not yet impower d them to attend it , 
for Pm afraid it is top great. a Truth, 
that many of our own Church apprehend 
as little of the Articles of that Faith 
they pretend to be of, and the Object of 
our Worſhip, as the generality of the 0- 
ther C ford ao of the Language of theirs, 
and we ars not only withag, but concers's 
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zoo , that they ſhould underſtand them 
both. : 

So that if the firſt Trat# ſhould any 
ways contribute to reſtrain the trouble-. 
ſome and _— diſorders of Anger and 
Malice, and the diſmal procedure of dou» 
be nh, Revenge ; _ the other 

ould furniſh any unapprehending Perſon 
with _ of the hope he as of 7 
Salvation whenever it ſhould be demand- 
ed or any attempt made to remove him 
from it, which the diſtance of it don't ſeem 
to ſecure, more than the Diſſatisfaitions 


Controverſies, and Careleſsneſſes may threa= 


Ze3. 

And if the Account, that is here givey of 
the Abſurdites, Impieties, and V anities , 
that are in that Worſhip, ſhould con- 


' vince any Perſon that he ought to decline 


it and retain his own, the Church would 
be ſerv'd: No Perſon that T know of in- 
jared, end the Reader, T hope, as well as my 
felf very well pleagd in it. 


London, May 
29th. 1697» 


W.EDWARDS. 
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F A Dis courst againſt 


Revenge, ©. 


; Mar, V. 21, 22> 
* 2e have beard, that it was ſaid by them 
3 of old time, Thou ſhalt not kill, and 
Whoſoever ſhall kill, ſhall be in dan- 

ger of the judgment: © 
But Iſayunto you, that whoſoever is angry 
With his Brother without a cauſe, ſhall 
be in danger of the judgment ; and 
whoſoever ſhall ſay to his Brother 
Raca, ſhall be in danger of the Coun- 
_&; but whoſoever ſhall ſay thou 
Fool, ſhall be in danger of Hell fire. 


WWlk Teachers without doubt are 
F very dangerous Men. 'I he Mur- 
therer kills the Body, theſe the 
Soul ; and by the falſe Doctrines they 
ſow in Mens Heads and Minds, they nor 
_ only 


LAT 


(2) 

only obſtru@& their Salvation, but lead 
them into Perdition : Indeed-if the Er- . - 

rors be light and trivial, the hurt that's 
done is not great ; and while the errone-. , 

ous DoCtrine reaches no farther than 

Speculation, it can deſerve no very ſe- 

vere Cenſure ; but when it ſpoiles and 

 {ullies the Worſhip of God, or proves an 

impediment to the faithful diſcharge of 

our Duty. to God-and Man, Poifon is 

not ſo prejudicial tothe outward, as ſuch 

Opinions are to the inward Man, and 

the better part. And ſuch were the er- 

roneous DoQtrines of the Scribes and Pha- 

riſces : Blending the Traditions of their 

Fathers with the Law of God, and en- 

- tertaining both, with an equal Faith and 

Veneration ; they made an odd kind of 

- Le. Contr Divinity, and quite perverted the de- 

ſign of Religion, which was to make 

Men univerſally good. "This was parti- 

cularly viſible in the notion they had of 

the ſixth Commandment, which they 

interpreted to the carnal advantage, and 

worldly Intereſt of their People, teaching 

them, that if they did but uſe that Care 

and Circumſpection as not to kill a Man, 

they did not only an{wer the deſign of 
the Lawgiver, «but would prevent the Bn 
Penalty annex'd, and their being taken ri 
Notice 
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(3) 
notice of by the Magiſtrate, and puniſh- 
ed accordingly : but as for Wrath, and 
Malice, and reproachful Language, 
whereby Murder and ſuch bloody Pra- 
ices are too often occaſion*d and pro= 
moted, theſe they told them were things 
Inot forbid in the primary Intention of 
the Law of God, and conſequently the 
need fear no Puniſhment. To whic 
Eprepoſterous Expoſition 6ur Saviour op- 
Epoſes his Divine Authority, proves the | 
ZSgloſs of their Elders upon the ſixth Com- 
andment to be falſe ; and ſhews, That 
what they thought did not deſerve ſo 
much as a temporal Judgment, God 
ould puniſh with eternal Vengeance, 
if not forſaken, or repented of betimes: 
Be have heard, that it was ſaid by themi of old 
rim, Thou ſhalt not kill, and whoſoever ſhall 
1, ſhall be, &c. 
This is a Text upon which Criticks 
Hand Learned Men have beſtow*d raany 
gexcellent Obſervations, becauſethe words 
elate to ſome antient Cuſtomes of the 
g7Jews,intheir Judicial Proceedings againſt 
'FMalefaCtors and others: But as I do not 
think it proper to entertain you with 
Curioſities, ſo if there be need of 
Smaking uſe of any of thoſe Obſerva- 
Frions, I ſhall do it no farther, than they 
£ B 2 ſerve 
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(4) 3 
ſerve to elucidate ſome of the obſcurer 
Paſſages of the Text, and make way fot 
the praQtical PointsT ſhallinſift upon for 
your Edification. Vs 

As to the Senſe- of the Words, 1t 


briefly this : 


1. Whether werender the Expreſſion 
in the Original, eppn9y Tos &peulbis, Its 
hath been ſaid by them of old time, or to 
them of old time, as {ome Tran{lations 
read 1t, the difterence: 1s not very ma 
terial; for as by thoſe of old time arg 
meant either the antient Maſters of Tras 
dition,' who lived ſome hundred years 
before that time'; or the Anceſtors of the 
Jews, to whom thoſe Maſters of Tradi 
cion pretended to deliver an oral Expoſi 
tion of the Law of Moſes ; fo if we read, 
by them of old time, the meaning is, You 
have heard that it hath been dehver'd 
and faid by the antient Maſters of Tra 
dition : And if we render it, to them off 
old time, the ſenſe is, You have heard ut | 
delivered to your Anceftors and Fore 
fathers, by thoſe antient Maſters of 'Traz 
dition. TIreſtrain, you fee, this Paſſage 
to Tradition ; for though the Senſe of K 
is to be, found in the Law of Moſes, ye 
the Maxim, as it 15 related by our Savio 
here, 15 not expreſſed there neither = ! 

that 
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that Connection : And therefore T con- 
ceive the antient Expoſitors of the Law 
contracted what Moſes had ſaid, into 
| this Motro, Whoſcever [hall kill, ſhall be iz 
| danger of. the judement. 

F 2. What is faid here of Kill-ng, is 
*# meant of killing a Man, and hath reipect 
& to the ſixth Commandment, Thor ſhalt 
= do no Marder. By which Law, as the 
Z killing of Beaſts for Man's uſe could not 
# be intended, * nor deſtroying venemous 


# and noxious Animals, nor executing of 


S MalefaQors by order of the Magiſtrate, 
2 nor _— Men of . their Lives in a 
juſt and lawful War, but an unjuſt de- 


# priving a Man of his Life; ſo there was 


ZE a Puniſhment ſuitable annex'd to the 
& breach of that Law; which Puniſhment 
8 was to be ordered and inflited by the 
| Magiſtrate ; and fo far as the Law of 
# God given by Moſes went, ail was right, 
and jult, and reaſonable; but here the 
S Maſters of Tradition had made a Di- 
Z {tintion, that if a Man had hired ang- 
& ther to kill his Neighbour, or had let 
looſe a wild Beaſt upon him, whereby 
he died, the Magiltrate was_ not to in- 
fit the Puniſhment of Dearh up2n him, 
but he was to be left to the extragrdinary 
Judgment of God ; but if hg kiiled him 
B+ in 


(6) 
in perſon, either by a Sword, or by a 
Stone, or by ſome other Weapon, then 
-the Magiſtrate was toexecute thePenalty 
appointed by the Law of Moſes,upon him; 
but this wasnotall, for they taught more- 
over, that though a Perſon who killed a-W 
nother was liable to capital Puniſhments, 
yet the Wrath, the Anger, and the Ma-$ 
lice that prompted him toit, wasathing 
that deſerved no Puniſhment, and there- 
fore this was not a thing to be feared ;8 
and here came in Tradition, which miſ-# 
interpreted the Law of Moſes, though it 
ftands to reaſon, that he who forbids a# 
Sin, at the ſame time doth forbid the 
occaſion of it, and all ſuch things as do# 
naturally lead tothe Commiſſion of it. # 
3. Our Saviour, to ſhew that Wrath, ® 
and Anger, and Malice, and reproachful # 
Language, were liable to Puniſhment, as 
well as Murder, and that Gad would 
certainly laſhthem, as well as the greater F 
Enormities, takes notice of ſeveral de-# 
orees of unjuſt Wrath and Anger. Thej# 
firſt is a ſudden Efferveſcence, or Boyl-\ 
ing up of the Blood, or ſome violent A-# 
gitation and Commotion of the Pafſſh-# 
ons upon a frivolous occafion; and there-# 
fore adds &x#, without ſufficient cauſe, # 
which though it be nat in ſome Copies, # 
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yet muſt neceſſarily be underſtood here; 
not denying but that Anger in ſome caſes 
may be lawful, but ſhewing withal, that 
if the occaſion of the Anger be {light and 
trivial, and the Anger even 1n alawful 


\ 


.cauſe be exceſſive, and going beyond its 


juſt bounds, it provokes Gad's heavy - 
Diſpleaſure. 

But then if this ſecret Anger within, 
or the firſt boyling over of the Blood, 
proceeds farther to contemptuous words, 
and that a Man in Wrath and Malice 
gives his Neighbour reproachful Lan- 
guage, deſpiſing and undervaluing him, 
by uſing Exprefſionsand Names, which 
wound his Reputation, intimated by the 
word Rakah, i. e. vile and worthleſs 


 Wretch; though T amapt to believe that 


an angry- and threatning noiſe and po- 
ſure is chiefly meant by that word in 
this caſe, the Sinriſes higher, and becomes 
greater, and conſequently deſerves a fe- 
verer Judgment ; but then, if this An- 
ger mounts higher yet, and from an an- 
ry threatning Poſture.and Noiſe, which 

etrays Wrath and Indignation, it pro- 
ceeds to the calling our Neighbour Foo!, 
z.e. wicked and reprobate Wretch, de- 
ſerving the eternal Anger both of God, 


- and all good Men, which is the meaning 


4 of 


Ko F- IE TY the ? 
(3) 
of the word Fool in the Proverbs of Solo- 
270 ; as the Sin becomes more heinous | 
by this Aggravation, ſo the Puniſhment 
of it in the other World will be greater 
vet. 
"© 4. What our Saviour faith here of a 
certain Gradation of Puniſhments due to 
the ſeveral Luſts, and degrees of Wrath 
and Anger, Jadement, Council, Hell fire, 
muſt be underitocd of Penalties in the 
next World, yet with alluſion to the de- 
grees of Puniſhment among the Jews in 
this Life. Now among the Jews, there 
were three degrees of publick Infamy, 
- according to the nature of the Puniſh 
ment infited on Men tor their Crimes, 
and the more publick the Puniſhment 
was, the greater was the Infamy, If an 
Offendor were brought before the Court 
of Threeand twenty, which was an in- 
feriour Court of Judicature called here, 
being guilty of the Judgment, and there ' 
condemn'd, he was infamous, and a 
great Diſgrace it was to him, but in a 
lower degree: It he were brought be- 
fore the Sazedriz, or the Great Council 
of the Nation, conſiſting of LXX El- 
ders, in the.nature of our Parliament, and 
by them adjudged to Death, the Infamy 
and Diſgrace was greater : Yet if, laſt- 
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(9) 
h,, a Man were condemn'd to be burnt 
intheValley of H:z»on or Tophet, where 
all the Traſh and Filth of the City of Je- 
ruſal:m, the Garbage and dead Carcaſles 
were burnt, and where antiently they 
offered their Children to Molech, and 
where a perpetual Fire was kept to con- 
ſume all things that were offenſive and 
nauſeous, and which by the Jews them- 
ſelves was look*d upon as an Emblem of 
Hell fire, the Infamy was greateſt of all : 
According to theſe degrees of Infam 
here on Earth, Chriſt ſhews there will 
be degrees of Puniſhment for the ſeveral 
degrees of unjuſt and unlawful Anger, 


in the other World ; for moſt certainly 


this Threatning cannot be underſtood 
with reſpect to this Life, there being no 
ſuch thing inflicted upon Men, for An- 
ger and reproachful Names, on this 
{ide the Grave; and whereas the Jews 
were generally afraid chiefly of Puniſh- 
ments in this Life, Chriſt thought fit to 
acquaint them and us, that we had far . 
greater reaſon to be afraid of the Puniſh- 
ments 1n the next, as more dreadful and 
more grievous than any they could fear 
hereon Earth. And this is the meaning 
of ths Communation in the Text, Hho- 
ſoever, &C. | 2 
"3" bs | From ' 
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From the Words thus explained, ariſe 


theſe following Truths : | 


I. Antiquity is no warrant for erro- 
neous Doctrines and Practices. 

TT. Murder is a Crime, which the Ma- 
giſtrate muſt by no means ſuffer to go un- 
puniſfd. | 

IIT. Wrath and Anger without a juſt 
Cauſe, hath its degrees, and according to 
the degrees of the Sin, the Puniſhment 1n 
the next World will be proportionable. 


I. Antiquity is no warrant for errone- 
ous Dottrines and Practices. 
The Scribes and Phariſees here pretend- 


_ ed, that what _y taught and practic'd 
Commandment,was 


concerning the ſixt 
deliver'd to them by them of old time. 
But our Saviour ſhews, that this pretence 
could be of no uſe to them, but rather be- 
tray'd than cover'd their Nakedneſs. 
Error pleads Antiquity as well as 
Truth ; and though nothing be more an- 
tient than Truth, for it is from Eternity, 
and before ever Error appear'd in the 
World, Truth had the univerſal Monar- 
chy, yet Error is as antient as the Fall. 
As ſoon as the Apoſtate Angels forſook 


their Habitation and Integrity together, 


Error 
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| (11) 

Error began to ſhew it ſelf, which ſoon 
ſpread it felf through the habitable 
World ; when Man,tempted by the De- 
vil, conſented to his falſe Principles, and ' 
went aſtray from the cengggy of his Hap- 
pineſs. No doubt, Antiquity is venera- 
ble, but it muſt be in a good cauſe, and 
where Truth and hat join togerher, the 
Argument is perſwaſive, and may be 


calPd invincible. But a thing is not 


therefore true becauſe it is antient, nor 
doth it command aſſent, becauſe of its 
uncommon Pedigree. Sin and Error 
loke little of thew Deformity by appeal- 
ing to antient times, and an Error 1s fo 
much the worſe, by how much it defends 
it ſelf by the Practice of former Ages. 
Idolatry, and all tlie Vices in the 
World, may ſhelter themſelves under 
this roof; and there is noVillany ſo great, 


but Men may find a Preſident two or 


three thouſand years ago. The Priefts 
of the 'Temple of Diaza at Epheſas, cal- 
led the Wicker-image of that Goddeſs 
Oteomems, fallen down from Jupiter, meer- 
Iy becauſe it was antient ; and the Tem- 
ple having been ſeven times ruind, and 
built up again, and this Image {till pre- 
ſerved, was to them an Argument that 
this Worſhip muſt be lawful. Indeed, at 


thus 


(12) 
this rate, a Man might eyen defend So- 
domy with the Romiſh Arch-biſhop Jo- 
annes Caſa, becauſe it was practiſed in the 
Cities which God deftroyed with Fire 
and Brimſtogggand the Jews would have 
had a good Plea for their Adoration of 
the Queen of Heaven, becauſe their Fa- 
thers had been uſed to it. | 
This very Argument makes the Alle- 

gations of the Roman Church from An- 
tiquity ridiculous, and they might as 
well eſpouſe the Hereſies of Ebiaz and 
Cerinthas, becauſe they lived in and a- 
bout the Age of the holy Apoſtles. When 
God hath given a Standard of "Truth, 
that muſt be the Rule whereby Truth 
and Error muſt be concluded; and when 
that ſaith a thing 1s true, it 15 not its being 
revived, or taught but yeſterday, that 
can make it falſe ; and whatever*1s con- 
trary to that Form of found Words, 
muſt be erroneous and falſe, though it 
were as old as the Rebellion of Corah, Da- 
than and Abiram, The Worſhip of Ima- 
ges 15 not therefore lawful, becauſe Irexe 
a ſuperſtitious Woman goo years ago, 
got a company of illiterate and paſſio- 
nate Men together, who decreed it in a 
Council ; nor 1s Sedition and Diſobedi- 
ence to Magiſtrates therefore juſtifiable, 

#7”. -. © Horne 
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auſe Gregory II. Pope of Rowe, in the 
eighth Century, ſhook off the Authori- 
ty of Leo Tſauras, his Emperor. And 
therefore let none of you plead for any 
Sin-becauſe it is the faſhion, nor allow 
themſelves in ations offenſive to God's 
Holineſs, becauſe it hath been the Cu- 
ftom of the Country to do ſo for many 
Ages. This will be but a poor defence 
in the laſt day to alledge, that you fol- 
low*d the finful Praftices of your An- 
ceſtors, or to fay it was unmannerly ta 
depart from that which was done before 
you for many Generations. To be ſure, 
Men were good before they were bad, 
and there was a Golden Age before that 
of Iron took place in the World ; and 
therefore if Antiquity be a motive, no- 
thing can challenge your -Embraces 
more than Righteouſneſs, and dominion 
over your Appetite and Paſſions, for that 
was in theWorld before Mankind knew 
what is was to depart from the living 
God. | | 
Murder 1s as antient as the time of 
Cain; yet no civiliz'd Nation under the 
cope of Heayen will allow of it, becauſe 
of its Antiquity : So far from it, that in 
all Countries it is order'd to be puniſh'd 
with the Death of the inſolent Creature : 
Which calls me to the II.Ob- 
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6. ES 
- II. Obſervation, That Murder is 4 
Crime which a Magiſtrate muſt by no 
means ſuffer to go unpuniſhed ; for it 
hath been ſaid, Thou ſhalt not kill, and 
whoſoever ſhall kill ſhall be in danger of the 
Fudament. The Subſtance of this hath 
been {aid by Almighty God, as well as 
by them of old time ; and fo tar as God 
hath ſaid it, it is a Law unalterable, 
Murder is a truly crying Sin, for the 
Voice of thy Brother*s Blood crys unto me 
from the groand, faith God, Gen. IV. io. 
This is a Crime which Nature it ſelf 
trembles at ; and yet we ſee there are 
Wretches and Monſters, who can ſteel 
and harden their Conſciences againſt the . 
Horror of it : But God thunders againſt 
it from Heaven ; and becauſe the Crime 
1s fo great, he hath made a Law, and 
given it to all Mankind, That whoſo ſheds 
Mans Blood, by Man, i.e. by the Magi- 
ſtrates, ſhall his Blood be ſhed, Gen. IX. 6. 
Nay, if @ wild Beaſt tears Man, who 
is going about his lawful Occaſions, in 
pieces, though an irrational Creature, 
God will ſtrike that Beaſt dead, becauſe 


- it kilPd Sanftins his Animal, -a nobler, 


and more {acred Fabrick. So' tender is 
God of the Lite of Man, nor would he 
ſuffer his Tabernacle or Sanctuary to be 

1-4 
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| 4 fuge for ſuch a' barbarous Wretch. 


'The Horns of the Altar could not fave 
the Offender, and from the very Temple 
he was to be dragg'd to the Gallows, or 
place ofexecution. The whole Country 


' eomes to be defiled by the horrid Crime, 


where it goes unpumhd ; and that Ma- 


& giſtrate makes his Soul black with guilt, 


F that-connives at the inhumane Aon ; 
# or out of reſpect to Greatneſs, or Rank, 


& or Quality, pardons the intollerable Ex- 
; er rs gr Where this remains unpu- 


& niſl 


, when known, a Nation falls un- 
der the Curſe of God; and whatever 
Judgments befal them, an ounce of the 


{ unpuniſh'd Murder, as the Jews fay of 


the Sin of the Go/dex Calf, may be ſaid to 


© be an Ingredient of their Calamity. 


. We havea Diſtinftion in-our Law be- 
twixt Mans Slaughter and Murder; A 


@ DiſtinQion, which I wiſh did not too of- 


= ten cover that Bloody Crime, which 
# ought to be avenged by publick Juſtice. 
2 TheWord of God knows no fuch Diftin- 
{ &tion ; and tho' it provides for Chance- 
; medly, and gives pardon to the Man that 


unawares, and without any intent to kill, 


} proves the occaſion of another's Death ; - 
& yet this is nothing to that Act, which 
= Wrath and Anger, whether ſudden, or 


preme- 
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(16) + o 
premeditate, doth produce to the Hortot* 
of the Creation. ES tl 

Neither doth the Law of the Goſpel; 
nor the Law of Moſes'in this caſe before | 
us, reverſe the Law of Nature ; and God: 
is ſo reſolute, that the Magiſtrate ſhall 
puniſh ſuch Offenders with Death, thar | 
where they do not, himſelf ſometimes 
takes the Sword in hand, and executes WM 
the preſumptuous Deſtroyer of his I- 
mage : Nay, many times makes the i 
Wretch that did the Fa&, and eſcapes 
the Magiſtrates Sword, his own Execu- i 
tioner: Alphonſus Diazius, a Spaniard, 
and a Roman Catholick, having Kkill'd 
his own Natural Brother for turning Pro- 
teſtant, for which he receiv'd the Praiſes 
and Applauſes of conſiderable Men in 


the Church of Rowe, haunted and hunt. 


ed at laſt by the Furies of his own Con- | 
ſcience, deſperately hang'd himſelf at | 
Trent, de callo Male ſaz, faith the Hiſtos« þ 
rian, upon the Neck of his own Mule.  # 
It's true, there are thoſe, who guilty & 
of ſuch Crimes, do yet eſcape the reveng- Þ 
ing Arm of God and Man here, but 
the more terrible will be their Cup of | 
trembling hereafter ; and God lets ſome; 
like ſtalld Oxen, grow fat on this ſide 
the Grave, that with greater Terrout # 
they 
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they may fall a Sacrifice, when they die; 
to helliſh Furies. Nor can Duels an 
ſingle Combats upon an Afront re- 
ceiv:d,. and Challenging one another to 4 
fight, be excuſed from ſharing in the | —_ 
Heinouſneſs of this Guilt ; for what- EE 
Z ever fine Names, and plauſible Deſcri- 
'& ptions; the Law of Honour may have 
& made of ſuch Attions ; he that kills a- 
KF hotlier iti a Duel, though he gets a Par- 
© don of his Prince, will be Arraign'd in 
C the laſf day. among. the Muptherers, 
who ſhall have their Portion ir the Lake | 
which burns with-Fire and Brimfſtone. | 
. Tdonotdeny,. but that.,in the dark | 
E timesof Popery ſuch Combats have been 
allow'd of, and publick Prayers: have 
| been ſaid for Succeſs in ſuch Duels, but 
& what Credit can-4 Cauſe receive from 
Ages, in which to underſtand Greek 
was a Crime, and Hebrew tiext to He- 
reſie.. We need not wonder, that Baby- 
lon the Mother of Harlots ſhould per- 
mit ſuch things, whoſe, Garments have, 
been died Red with the. Blood. of the. 
Saints of God, and.which- hath Tricks 
# and Ways to Canonze Aſſaſſins, to con- 
& ſecrate Murther, and to Chriſten Maſ- 
& acres, Services of Religon. To call 
&Z upon-youta take heed ot having a hand 


» : _— 


1 
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if 
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| I 10} | 

in Blood, were to diſcourage you from 
drowning or poiſoning your fivesie 
running a Sword into your own Bowels, 
for indeed this 1s no better, and what. 
ever vartiſh may be put upon it, it is 
precipitating your ſelves headlong into 
the Gulf of Perdition, There is 1n this 
Sin, all that can aggravate a Deed ; itt 
is to raiſe a Hell in your Boſom, and the}® 
thing it ſelf ipeaks ſo much abominati-K 
on, that to name the Sin, is to give you 
a thouſand Arguments againſt it, But 
then that ye may not be under any tem. 
ptation to this Sin; let bitterneſs, and® 
wrath, and anger be put away from# 
ou with all Malice, which leads me to 
the third Propoſition. "75m 


II. That Wrath and Anger without a | 
juſt cauſe have their Degrees, and accor- # 
ding to them,the Puniſhment in the next 
Life will be proportionable. For whoſo- i 

ever ſhall be angry with his Brother 
without a cauſe, ſhall be in daxger of the F. . 
Tad mnt ;, and whoſoever ſhall ſay to his 
Brother Raca, ſhall be in danger of the | 
: Councel ; but whoſoever hall ſay thoa 

Fool, ſhall be "in danger Hell $: 

Ws | b - 

/ That ſome Anger is lawful, is evident, & 
| from 8 
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"from hence, becauſe Chriſt himſelf was | 
angry, and very angry ſometimes, and 
ſo were the Apoftles; and we are per- > 
$ mitted to be ſo, but with this Cau- 
tion, be angry and ſin not, i. e. ſo as not to 
= Sin, Eph; IV. 26. So that all anger 1s 
not a mark of Damnation. Bur then 
when the. Author and Captain of 
our Salvation, Chriſt Jeſus, ' and his 
Holy Apoſtles were angry, it was 
only againſt Sin, and out of a Zeal to 
| Vertue, and when Men were obſtinate 
* and .would not be perſwaded. to do 
# their Duty ; and a Senſe of God's Glory 
# kindled the fire of. their Paſſion ; in 
#& which Cafe to be angry is a PerfeQion, 
and to be paſſionate, a Chriſtian accom- 
# pliſhment; provided {till that the bounds 
8 of that Anger be obſerved, and it's heat 
| do not turn into Wild-fire ; that it be not 
| attended with unſeemly Exprefſions, nor 
& accompanied with furious Geſtures and 
| AQtiois. . I do not deny . but a Man 
;£ may be angry with his Servant, a Fa- 
-& ther with his Children, and a Maſter 
| with his Schollars, and proceed even to 
. Correction ; but then it muſt be, becauſe 
= they neglect their Duty , or will not 
 & hearken to - wholſome Admonitions, 
- C 2 and 


< 


(20) 
and when gentler Addreſſes will do no 
good, and the Anger muft be more up-. 
on the account of their Sin, than out of 
any Deſire to revenge, and it muſt be 
an Anger mingled with Pitty and Com- þ 
paſſion, and which ends in Prayer for the # 
Offenders, and it muſt be free from Fury # 
and reviling Language: And being kept 
within theſe bounds , I find no fault # 
with this Anger. But this is, not the 
Anger my Text ſpeaks of, ahd againſt 
which Chriſt levells his Commination # 
here, for that's anger without ſufficient 
cauſe, even Anger, becauſe our worldly # 
Intereſt is not promoted, as we avtied Gs 
or becauſe our Honour and Reputation is 
touclyd, or becauſe ſomething, which # 
gratifies our Luſts,is with-held from us,# 
or becauſe our vain Deſires are not 
cockerd and flatter'd, or becauſe fuch a® 
* Perſon hath nor given us the Title and# 
Retpect we look'd for, or becauſe weft 
cannot digeſt a Reproof, or becauſe we 
arecrof&d inour Deſigns,or becaufe ſuch 
a Man 1s not of our Opinion,or becauſe he 
will not conform to our Humour. Theſe 
are the things which commonly provoke! ? 
to Paſſion, and this Anger, the farther it 
goes,the worſe ut grows;if from thought | 
'—_ and. 


F 


Ms 1k A | 
andſecret grudges;tt proceeds tocontume- 
 lious,reproachful, and reviling Latguage, 
© tp calling the party ill Names, Fool 4 
2 and Rogue, and Villain, and Raſcal al 
& and Knave, and Cheat, and Hypocrite, 4 
and ſuch other Titles, as modetty will 
® not ſuffer us to name, it becomes grea- 
2 ter; and if from Words and Expreſli- 
=; ons it goes farther yet, even to Actions 

| of Revenge, and ſettles in Hatred, in 
Rancour, and inveterare Malice ; it then 
{huts out the righteouſneſs of God, aad 
lets in the Devil, and invites evil Spi- 
rits to come and Lodge in that houte, 
and the laſt Eſtate of that Man grows 
worſe than the firſt. | 
And 1s not this the Caſe of abundance 
3 of you? Do not you ſee ſomething in 
= this Glaſs that's very like you, and re- 
F fembles your Temper? Anddobur con- 
& ſider, what weakneſs, what impotency | 
& of Reaſon, and Spirit you betray and \ 
& diſcover by ſuch doings? Is, not this | ; 
* an inlet to confuſion and every evil 
= mork, Jam. II. 16. Is thy the Chri- . 
ſtan Spirit ? is this to know, what man- 
ner of Spirit you are of ? Is this tread- 
ing in your Maſters ſteps ? Is this tol- 
lowing his Example, Who when he was 
C3 revilea, 
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; reviled, reviled not again? Dare you ap- 
r before the Son of Man in the laſt 

ay with ſuch a Difpoſition of Soul, - 
never yet ſeriouſly repented of? Is this '® 
to reſiſt the Devil? Is this to purifie' 
your Hearts ? Have you fo learned Þ 
Chriſt ? Is this to be Children in Ma- * 
lice, as you are bound to be by your Pro- 
fefſion ? Is this to crucifie the Fleſh with 


-- De gaap ww Fr 


the AﬀeCtions and Luſts , uponthe leaſt #7 


Provocation, protavily to be in ahuff, 
[ongues looſe, and i 


preſently to let your 


to break forth againſt your" Brethren in 
Language fitter for Tarks and Inlians, & 
than for Chri/t:ans? Is this tobe meek as | 
Doves? Is this to Love one another with # 
a pure Heart fervently ? IS Hell-fire no- | 
thing but- painted Flames ? Hath our '} 


great Maſter threatned it, and do we 
make light of it? Can you ſeriouſly 
reflect upon this Commination , and 
be unconcerned ? And is not” this 
threatning a Call to Repentance ? 
What a mercy 1s it, that God will ac- 
cept of a ſincere Repentance after ſuch 
Provocations ? But how can you repent 
of your Paſſion, if you do' not mortifie 
it ? How can you mortifie it, if you do 
not conquer it ? How can you conquer * 
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if youdo not ſtrive? How can you ſtrive, 
if. ye Uo not uſe rhe proper means and 
© weapons God hath appointed in the 
* Goſpel ? How can you profeſs ſorrow 
for this Sin, when you fall willfully 1n- 
Zto the fame Sin again ? Do you call a 
- Z# mock Repentance,godly Sorrow ! Or do 
' you take that to be Repentance which 
+15 ſeparated from aCtual Reformation ? 
2 Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory tells us of two - 
& Biſhops that fell out, and procecded e- 
& ven to reviling Language, and fo parted 
# toward night one of them ſent rhe other 
= word, Brother, the Sar is going down ; 
& with that, the' angry Man remembred 
= St. Paulsſaying, Ler not the ſun go down 
.i —m_- wrath, and made haſte, and 
& found out his offended Brother, and fel} 
& on his Neck and kiſſed him. The Py- 
thagoreans, though Heathens, did the 
& like, for if they had quarrelI'd one with 
= another in the day time, they would. 
| not go angry to Bed, but ſhak'd hands 
= bcfore Sun-ſet. Did Heathens do ſo, 
& and ſhall Chriſtians be ſtrangers to this 
= Practice? Flatter not your ſelves with 
this, that you kill no bady in your An- 
# ger, ſo did the Phariſees, but muſt ye 
therefore att againſt the Law of Rea- 
CG 4 - fon 
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fon and Religion, becauſe you do not 
run ſtark Mad ? Do you own your ſelves 
Diſciples of the Lord Jeſus, and will W 
not you helieve what he faith in 
the Text ? Hath he peremptorily for- 
bid you all Bitterneſs and Wrath, and 
ſpeaking evil one of another, and will not 8 
you obey him ? Doth he aſſure yau, 
that it renders you obnoxious to Hell- 3 
fire ; and do not you think, what if I 
ſhould fall into that Fire in my anger ? 
Are you ſure you ſhall not ? Hath God 
told you, that he will not ftrike you & 
dead in 2 Fit? Do not you expreſs all F 
that's terrible by Hell-fire 2 and is not 
the poſſibility of falling into it, a ſuffici- 
nt Defence againſt this inordinate Paſ- 
fon? Do you hope for Chriſt's Re-!% 
**.awards, and will you deprive your ſelves # 
' of them by your willful diſobedience ? I 
Did you go about mortifying that & 
bitterneis of Spirit, like Men in good 
earneſt ; - how could ye fail of Succeſs ? i 
Did ye pray fervently againſt it, watch a- | 
gainft it, chide your ſelves frequently for 
it, ſhun the occaſions of it,check it when & 
ye find. it rifing, ſet before you the dan- 
ger and believe it, Call to mind the F 
meekneſs of your great Maſter, and the # 
07 | * Won. 3 
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wonderful Patience of the Holy Apo- 
{tles in their private Injuries, how could 
your undertakings miſcarry ? Doth an- 
ger according to. Solomor's Verditt, reft ES 
1n the hoſom of Fools, and do you take 
our ſelves to be wiſe Men for it? Q 


2 be better adviſed, and if the Mercy, the : 
»27 Patience, the Clemency, the Compal- 
"3 fſionof God toward you, cannot melt _ Wl 
| = down your angry, your  wrathful Con- 
'& ftitution; ſtand inawe however of your 
EZ Ruin, of your everlaſting Ruin, and 
® remember wha it is that faid and pro- *' 


& teſted, and will Act according to his 
© Proteſtation , Whoſoever ſhall be angry 
& mith his Brother without a Cauſe, 8c. 
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| Queſtions and Anſivers con- 
cerning the Two Religions, &-c. 


Queſt, x.” "U'D{U doth the Church 
Hf of England Differ from 

ES . = the Church of Rome ? 

Axſw. The Church of England keeps 
cloſe to the Antient Creeds, commonly 
calld the Apoſtles, the Nicene, and that 
of Athanaſias : The Church of Rome hath 
added new Articles of Faith to theſe An 
tient -* you. "_ we — — _ 

Queſt. 2. When Did the Churc 
Rome add thele new Irticles 2 - 

Azxſw. In the Council | 


ed n.. Af 
Rd 


of Trent; not much above #nthe New Conſeſſionsf Faith 
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compiled and publiſhed by Pope 


a hundred years ago, for it ' pius IV. a little above @ hue - 


began inthe year I5 45,and dred years age. 
ended inthe year 1562. 


Queſt. 3 What's the reaſon the | 


"Church of England doth not receive 
thoſe new Articles of Faith? 

Azſw. 1. Becauſe they are not to be 
found in the Word of God. ; 
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to) ; 
'_ 2: Theyare many of them contrary | 
to the Word. of God. . | 
. No Church in the World hath | 
Power to make New Articles of Faith: |, 
Queſt. 4. What are the Atw Irti- 
cles.of Faith the Gyurch of Rome Hath 
added to the Antient Creeds? . 
Azſ. 'Yhey are theſe following : 
008... That theTradifions of the Church 
* «are to be received with the ſame 
' & Faithand Veneration, we owe to 
<« the Holy Scriptures, | | | 
« 'That there are feven Gacraments ; 3 
cc are Confirmation, the Eucha- 
«i, P ennance, Extreme Unition, 
4 oh and Marriage; and that 
.< -—_ confer Grace. . ; 
II. © That among the Cerimonies U- 
« ſed in the Roman Church, the 
.<. Publick Service in Latin, or ap 
« unxznown Tongue, 15 a commert- 
« dable Service. . 
IV. © That in the Maſs there is offered 
« to God, a true Propitiatory Sacri- 
« fice for the Living and the Dead. 
V.  & That inthe Sacrament of the Eq- 
. « charift the Bread and Wine are 
« changed into the very Subſtance 
* of ChrilPs Body and Blood. 


I 


VI. 


.VI. © That Laynien' need not receive , Vader uw ' + 
+» 4 the Sacrameat of the Euchariſt Rada - 
'  & both kinds, and that it's ſufficient P 
_. « for them to communicate in one. 
.VII. ©. That there is a Purgatory, or a 
© Place after Death, where good 
& Mens Souls. are tormented for 
« ſmalker Sins; and relieved by the 
__*&* Almsand Prayers of the Living. , , 
VIII. © That the Saints departed this 
« Life, may and muſt be pray'd to 17 
&« and invoked, and that thew Re- *q 
 _& Jiques muſt be worſhipp'd. | 
> That the Images of Jeſus Chrift, 
_« andof the Virgin Mary, and of 0- 
« ther Saints, may and ought td be ; 
& worſhipp'd. | , 
X. © ThatIndulgences, or Diſpenſati- 1 
 « ons of the redundant Merits of 
© Saints, dre very uſeful things. 
XI. © That Auricular Confeflion, or 
« Confeſſion of all our mortal Sins, 
&< with the Circumſtances of them 
« to a Prieſt, is neceſſary to Salva- 
'-_ ©. hott. | 
XIT. © That the Church of Rome-is 
« the Catholick Church, and Mi- 
« ſtreſs of all other Churches. 


Quelt. 5. 
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” .. Becaufe the writterl Word of 
God 1s perfect, compuring all things.gc- 
ceſſary to Salvation: And that does not 

 dire&tus to Traditions, but rather warns' 
us againſt them, , 
3: Becauſe the Traditions of the 
Church of Rowe, many of them are tale, 
and many uncertain. . | 
2. Pheir Fraditipns are not Traditi- 
ons which have beerireceiv'd in all Ages, 
by all Churches, and in all Places ; for 
ſuch only are the true Apoſtolical Fra- 
ditions.” | 


» 


et 


© '4. That they are notabſolutely neceſſa- . 
ry, their own Practice ſhews, in that they 


reject Authentick Traditions, and partt- 
cularly that of Communicating Tnfants. 
And here you may note, 'The Reaſon 
why they fly ro. Tradition is, becauſe 
they cannot prove their New Dottrines 
by che WordorGod,.-.-'':--:. 5 
Queſt. 6. TUthy do- not you beliebe 
ſeven Dacraments e . che 
Azfw.z. Fhe Holy Ghoſt in Scripttre 
hath no where declared ſuch a num- 


ber. 
2. This 


03 
2: This preciſe number of Sever Ss 
craments was not heard of in the Chri= 
ſtian Church, till twelve hundred years 
after Chriſt. 

3. There are but Two Sacramients 
mention'd in the New Teſtament ; 1 
mean fuch as are true and proper Sacra 
ments, v2. Baptiſm, and the Supper of 
the Lord. _ 

4. The Council of Trezt was the firſt 
that made this Nurniber ar Article of 
Faitl1, | | 
Queſt 7. Why do not you allow of 
Publick Service in Latin, 02 in & 
> — not underſtood by che Peo- 

? 


 Aruſw.1: Becauſe St: Paul writes a 
whole Chapter againſt it; r Cor. 14, 

2. Becaute the Publick Service ought 
to be for the Edification of the People ; 
and Service in an unknown Tongue can- 
not edifie. 

3. The Pratice of the Primitive 

Church is againſt it; 
'. 4: Some of the wiſer Men in the 
Church of Rome themſelves, find fault 
with this Publick Service 10 an un- 
known .Tongue. _ Eo 

5: This Praftice in the Clurch of 

| D Romeg 
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Rome, is only to ſerve ſome Workdly | 


Ends. 
Qiieſt. 8. Why Do not you admit of 


the Sacrifice of the Maſs ? 


Aznſw. 1. Becaule the Church of Rome 
tells us, that they do ſacrifice Chriſt eve- 
ry-day in the Maſs, which 1s directly 
contrary to the gth Chapter of the Ept- 
{tle to the Hebrews, Heb. 9. 25, 26, 
27,28, 


1. Becauſe there can be no true and 


proper Sacrifice without Death ; and it 
ftounds dreadful to: a Chriftian Ear, 


that the Prieſt kills Chriſt every day, or 


which 1s all one, puts his God to 
Death. 

3- It deſtroys the end of a Sacrifice, 
which 1s t9 teſtifie our Subjection to 
God ; but in this Sacrifice of the'Maſs, 
the Offerer, who is the Prieſt, mult be 
greater than the Ottering. 


4. The Lords Supper 1s only a 


Commemoration, or Repreſentation of 
Chriſt's Sacrifice, and a- Sacrifice of 
"Thankſgiving, but no proper or true 
Propitiatory Sacrifice. 


Queir. 9. Why do not you believe a. 


Tranſubſtantiation in the Dacrament 
of the Load's SUPPEY, 
rſs 


"£75 5 


 Aaſw.1..It is againſt all Senſe, for we 
may ſee, and feel, and hear, and taſte, 
and ſmell, that the Bread and Wineafter 
Conſecration, are Bread and Wine ſtill. 
3:,t. It 6 _— Reaſon, that Chriſt's 
Body arid Blood ſhould be in a thouſand 
places at once. - | 
3- It 1s againſt Scripture, for Chri 
proteſts, that his fleſh profits- nothing ; 
Toh. 6. 63. © 
- 4+ It sagainſt the Nature of a Sacra- 
ment, which is an outward viſible Sign 
of ſomething Spiritual ; and Tranſub- 
{tantiation deſtroys the Sign. 
- - 5, Chriſt himſelf explains what he 
means by ſaying, This is my Body, where 
he adds, Do this in remembrance of me 
which remembrance ſuppoſes the abſence 
of his Natural Body. 
\, 6, It is againſt that Article of our 
Faith, which faith, That Chriſt is to cox 
 tinue in Heaven till the Reſtitution of all. 
things | And there is no- neceſfity we 
ſhould take the words literally any more 
than the wards inJo.10.7.Tam thedoorgcFc, 
7. This is my Body, is a Phraſe or Form. 
of Speech exaQly like that of the Lamb 
. in the Paſſover ; This Lamb is the Paſſe- 
over, i.e: the Memoriatofit, 
£ D'3 8. Thele 
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8. Theſe words, This is my Body, do | 
not. naturally infer a ſubſtantial change, 

{on of ſome Papiſts them- 

ſelves. | 

&. They themſelves cannot be ſure of 
this Change, becauſe they ſay it depends 
upon the Intention of the Prieſt. ; 

10. The Abſurdities that low from 
the DoQtrine of Tranſabſtantiation, are 
1nnumerable ; for then Chriſt muſt have 
caten himſelf, the Diſciples muſt have 
eaten up their Maſter ; Chriſt's Body 
may be lockt up in a Box for half a year 
together and longer, ec. Whereas the 
DoQrine of the Church of Ezg/azd, that 
the Bread reprefents Chriſt's Body, and 
upan that account is his Body, hath no 
Inconventency in tt. s 

11, Tranſubltantiation is againſt the 
Doctrine of the Primitive Church, which 
calls the Bread the Figure of Chriſt's 
Body. . 

Queſt. ro. Thy Do not you think it 
lawful fo2 Laxmen to receive the Com- 
munion in on? kind only - 

Axſw.1. Becauſe Chriſt faith expreſly 
to the Diſciples, Drixk ye all of this. 

2. 'Fhe Practice of the univerſat - 
Church of Chrift for a thouſand years to- 
gether, is againſt 18, 3. The 


(37) 
3- 'The Coyncil of Conſtarce in the 
year 1416. was the firſt that durſt ven- 
ture upon this Sacriledge, and deprive 
the Laity of the Cup in the Sacrament, 
contrary to Chri{ts Inſtitution, and the 
Practice of the Primitive Church. 

4. . The Prieſts in the Church of Rome 
dare not conſecrate without the Cup, nor 
do they think the Sacrament perfe& 
without it; and if they do rot think it 
perfect without the Cup when tie Prieit 
takes it, why fhould they cheat the 
Laity. 

Queſt. 1 1. UUhy do not you befeve 
a Purgatozy ? 

Azxſw.x. Becauft the Scripture miakes 
no mention of it, | 

2, The Scripture mentions only two 
places Men go to after Death, wluch are 
Heayen and Hell. | 

' 3. In good Men there is no Condem- 
nation; Rom. 8.1. | 

4. Good Men are faid to reſt from 
their Labours, from the moment of their 

Death; Rev.14.13. | | 
© 5. This Doctrine 1s injurious tg the 
Merits of Chrift, as it they did not pro- 
cure for us a full Remiſſjon of our Sins be- 
fore we die. | | 
D 3 The 
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6. The Doarine of Purgatory was 
no Article of Faith before the Council 
of Trent. 02, [O0Ttd 

7. It was brought in by Monkiſh. 
Stories, and for the profit of the Clergy. 

8, The Primitive Church did not 
believe it ; for the Fire the Fathers 
Talk of, 13 that of the Day of Judg- 
ment. | 

9. The Greek Church at this day, 
doth not believe it. | | | 

10. Though the Primitive Church 
did pray for the Dead,* yet it was not 
for Souls that were in Torment, but for 
Souls ina ſlate of Felicity and Blifs, that 
God would ſhew them mercy in the laſt 
day, and haſten their happy ReſurreQi- 
on, and give them a bleſſed Sentence. 

Queſt. 12. UWhy Do not you pzayto 
the Uirgin Mary , and the Saints 
departed, and whyDo not You wozthip 
their Relicks ? | | 

Anſw. 1 Worſhip not Saints depart- 
ed, nor pray to them, | 
7. Becauſe the word of God is di- 
rectly againſt it, for it faith, Thow ſhalt 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 
{batt thou ſerve, Matth. 4. 15. 

2, It iSabſurd, and unnatural to wor- 


ſhip 
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ſhip Perſons, who are not preſent to re- 
ceive our Worſhip, or to ſpeak to Be- 
ings, who we neither are, nor can be 
{ure that they hear us. 
**.3. Prayer is a ſpiritual Sacrifice ; and 
therefore muſt be only offer?d to God. 
External Sacrifice offer'd to Creatures, 
by the Confeſſion of the Pap:fts them- 
ſelves would be Idolatry ; and therefore 
much more a ſpiritual Sacrifice, as it 1s 
of greater conſequence rhan the other. 
4. There is no Example among the 
Chriſtians for 'the firſt 'Three hundred 
_ years after Chriſt, of their Invocation of 
Saints departed. "3 
5. We are expreſſy Commanded to 
g0 directly to God in Prayer, through 
"our only Mediator Jeſas Chriſt, Plal. 50. 
15. 1 Tim. 2.5. ; | 
6. It'sa great diſhonour to God, to 
beg that of Saints, which God only can 
ove; ſuch 15 their Prayer in the Office 
of the Bleſſed Virgin : Mary, Mother of 
mercy, protect us from the Enemy, and re: 
cerve ns in the hour of Death. 
7. If they did only pray to Saints to 
pray for them , it be would an injury tg 
Chriſt's Mediation, for this is to make 
a hundred Mediators or more. 
ng D 4 8. Tius 
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$, Their praying to Saints in Heaven, 
- to pray for them, 1s not the ſame with 
our defiring our Neighbours here on 
| Earth to-pray for us, for we know our 
Neighbours hear us,nor is that any more, 
than a friendly Requeſt ; here are no for- 
mal Prayers offer'd to our Neighbours, 
and beſides for this we have a Command, 
but none for the other. 


I do not worſhip the Relicks of Saints * 


departed. - 

1. Becauſe, if I am not to give reli- 
g10us Honour to Saints, 1t's certain I 
muſt give none to their Relicks. 

2. There 1s no Command, no Exam- 
ple in Scripture for this Prattice. | 

3- This Trade with Relicks was not 
known, or heard of in the Church, till 
w_ Four hundred years after 
Chrift, | 

4. Devout. men carried St. Stephen to 
his Burial, but there was no ſtir made 
with his Relicks. | 

' 5. Some of the Wiſer ſort in the 
Church of Rome confeſs themſelves, that 
there are great Cheats in Relicks; and 
the Bones of Thieves and Murtherers are 
fometimesador'd for Relicks of Saints. 
6. By this worſhipping of Relicks 
SR oo great 
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eat Corruption and Superſtition cams 
into the Church. 

7. The miracles pretended” to be 
wrought, are very often nothing but . 
Deluſions of the Devil. 

8. By this Veneration of Re- 
licks; Mens minds are diverted, and 
turned away from that rational, and 
ſpiritual Worſhip the Goſpel requires. 

9. It's evident, that in the Church of 
Rome they put great Truſt and Confi- 
dence in Relicks, and abuſe them' into 
Superſtition, 

Queſt. 13. TUhy may not the Jma= 
ges pf Bod, of Chailk, of the Utrgin 

Hip _ Nx other Saints be woz- 


apy "4 y. I, Be Becauſe it is peremptorily 
forbia in the Second Commandment. 
Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf, 8&c. ' 

2. God declares his anger ' againſt 
thoſe, that pretend to make any ſimill- 
tude of him, Dew, 4.15, 16, E/.40.18. 

. The Primitive Chriſtans would 
not ſuffer Images ſo much, as to be paint- 
ed on the Walls of Churches. 

4. Several Councils of old have con- 
. demn'd this. Worſhip. 

- $6. Tis Ca porratians were counted 
Hereticks 


(42). 


Hereticks in the Primitive Church for . 


worſhiping the Images of Chriſt, and 
of St. Paul, in private. 


' 6. God doth not only forbid placing "Þ 
al- 


Divine Vertue in ſuch Images, but 
ling down before them in a Religious 
way ;- and. whatever Mens intentions 
are, he interprets their falling down be- 
Fore them, as worſhipping the Image it 
ſelf, Jepem. 2. 26, 27. Eſ4.44. 17.. 
7. The Heathens excuſed themſelves 
with the: ſame Plea, that the Church of 
Rome doth now, that they did not Wor- 
{ſhip the Image, but the Perſon- repre- 
ſented by the Image ; yet the Chriſtians 
look'd upon them as Idolaters. ' ©. © + 
8. So incens'd were the Primitive 
Chriſtians againft the worſhip of Ima- 
ges ; that Epiphanias tore a Veil in the 
Church, on which an Image of Chrilt, 
or of ſome Saint was painted. ' * ©? 
9. Though the ſecond Council. of 
Nice eſtabliſhed this Image-worſhip, yet 
the Council of Frazcfora, that follow'd 
ſoon after condemn'd thoſe Fathers for 


their Superſtition, and Defleting from 


the Rule of Chriſtianity. | 

Qaeſt, x4. Why do you reject the 
ule of Judulgences, and Dil- 
| - | penſations 


- (43) 
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Anſ. 1. Beeaviſe they are built upon 
falſe Foundations; ſuch as Purgatory, the 
Supererogations of Saints, of doing more 
than-was neceſſary, 'God's imperfect for- 
giving of Sins, and” SatisfaQtions to be 
made to-the Juſtice of God. FB 
' 2. Theſe Indulgences are things not 
ſo' much as heard” of in the Primitive 
Church, for they are wholly engrofled 

the Pope, who ſends his Servants a- 
broad to fell therti to any Sttanger for 
Money. PUR "IE: 5. 
.  3- Though in the Primitive Church 
the reſpeQive Biſhops in their Dioceſles; 
relax'd the time-of a true Penitents Se- 
verities he was toundergo ; yet they nei- 
ther intended to free the Penitents from 
theWPains of Purgatory, nor pretended 
toapply to them the ſuperfluous merits 
of Saints, as is done in theſe popiſh 
Indulgences. 

4. They have no Foundation in Scr1- 
pture by the Confeſſion of their L.carn- 
ed men, and they came very late into 
the Church, and its plain they are uſed 
as a means to get Money. 


5. BY 
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'5, By theſe:Indulgences men arehin- 
dred from a true Repentance ; for they 
pretend to releaſe Men by 'them, both 
from Sin and Puniſhment, at leaſt 'the 
People are ſuffer'd to think fo, if they 
do: but ſay ſo many Prayers, or go in 
Pilgrimageto ſuch a-place,or faſt ſo many 
days from ſome kinds of Meats, or give a 
large ſum of Money for the building of 
a Church, or go to War againſt Ink: $'* 
dels, &c., | \ 

- Queſt. 15. UUWhy do not yu! think | 

Auricular Confeſſion to a ie nes 
celſary to Salvation ? | 
- Here yott muſt-Note, That we are.not: 
againſt Confeſſion jn the Church of Exg+W- 
land, nay our Church preſſes it both ub. ; 
lick and private to God ; and Confeſſ : 
on to a pious 'and able Miniſter, if the 

Conſcience be burden'd, and upon a 
Death-bed ; but we dare not fay as they 

do in the Church of 'Rgwe, that a Man 

cannot be pardon'd or ſaved, except the 

Confeſles to a Prieft. WOO = 
| 1, Weallow not of itin the fenſe of 

the Church of Rowe. Becauſe there is 

nothing in the Word of God,that makes 
the negle& of it Damnablſe. Fg 

2, The Confeſhon uſed in the Primi- 
, bive 
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tive Cliurch,, was made by ſcandaloys 
FSaners publickly in the Congregation ; 
and therefore is not the ſame with that 
xraftisd in the Church of Rome, which 
commands the Confefſing all mortal Sins 
with their Circumſtances into the-ear,of 
a,Prieſt at ſet times, and before the re- 
ceiving of the Sacrament, — 
3- Since 1t is not of Divine,but Eccleſia- 
tical Inſtitution, jt cannot be abſolutely 
neceſſary to Salvation. ENT. 
4+ It cannot: be a Sacrament as the 
make it in the Chuch of Rome, becauſe 
Sit wants Chriſt's Inſtitution. | 
5. This Confeſſion to a Prieſt, as it is 
nanaged in the Church of Rome, is no 
heck, but rather ag Encouragement to 
>» zof \ 
Queſt, x6. WWhy do not you be= 
Mieve that the Church of Rome; is the 
only. Catholick Church, and the MPi- 
Wriſg of all other Churches ? 
Azaſw. T can never believe, that the 
mrch of Rom, 1s the only Catholick 
hurch, 
'I. Becauſe there are vaſt multitudes 
of Chriſtians in the World, which are 
not in a&tual Communion with the 
Church of Rome, and yet are Members 
| of 
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of the! Catholick; Or which is the ſam 
of Chritt's univerſal Church diſperſed al 
yer World over. -' / | 
4; Toys That the Church of Rom 
is the Catholick Charch,'is to ſay, That 
A _— is the whole, or that a Houſe 1s 

le/City, or chat one Member 1s the 
whole Body. 
" 3: Fhe beiminive Chriſtians did no 
wks the Church of- Rexe for the only 
Catholick Church. © - © - 

. God hath no whete in Scriptun 

declared ſo much. * - 

5. To fay the Church of Rome is the 
only Catholick Church, is a moſt uncha 
ritable DoAarine, and to Damn th 
greater part of the Chriſtian World. 

6. All Churches that do hold thea 
cient Faith contain'd in the three Creed 
are Members of the Catholick Church." 

7. The Church--of Rowe is {0 fi 
from being the only Catholick Churthj 
that her firange Dotrines make her at 
the beſt but a very unſound Menber ol 
the Catholick Church. 

T do not believe, That the Charch i 
Rome 7s the Miſtreſs of all other Charchelſ | 
iz the World. | if 


r. Becauſe there is no fuch Authori 
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(47) 
ty given her in the word of: God. 
2. The Superiority {he Claims is no- 
thing-but Uſurpation. a 
3. The Aſian, and African Churches 
heretofore 'reze&ed ber Authority. / 

:; 4+ The; Eaſtern Churches at this: day 
detpale her Pride and pretended Autho- 
rity. 26h ER. 

: The Church of Exgland was a 
free Church from the beginning ; and \. 
therefore juſtly maintains her Freedom, 
and how ſhould that Church be Miſtreſs 
of all other Churches, . that takes Liber- 
ty to change Chriſt's Inſtitutions and 
Commands, anc contradicts the Word 
of God. | 

' Queſt, x7. Doth the Church of 
. Rome Differ from the Church of Eng- 
land in any other JIdints ? 

Anſw, Yes, for ſhe holds. 

- . 7. That Extreme UnCGtion is aSacra- 

ment neceſſary to Salvation. 
2. That it 1s unlawful tor Prieſts to 
Marry. 
3. That ſhe is infallible. 
4. That the Scripture is not tobe read 
ma yulgar Language. by the common 
People, EY | 
5. That the Books calPd Aporrypha 
are Canonical Scripture, 6. That 


a 
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6. That the Chutch of Exg/and had 
no Power to Reformher ſelf: | 

All which we deny, as contrary to 
Ecripture and Reaſon, . - - 

Quelt. 18. WUhy do not you be- . 
lieve, that Extreme- Unction is a 
Sacraincnt neceſſary to Dalvation ? | 

Anſ. 1. Becauſe thatUnction, or axoints 
7ag. ſick Perſons, Jam. 5. 14,15.was a mi- 
 raculous Gift, and therefore nor neceſſary .} | 
to be continued: LE: x | 

2, Chriſt did never inſtitute tliis mi: 
raculous UnCtion as a Sacrament. | 

3-: The Unction they uſe in the 
C_ of Rome, hath no miraculous 
es. 

. 4. The Apoſtles atiointed fick Per- | .. 
ſons, that they might recover : In the 

Church of Rome, they anoint dying Per- | | 

| 

| 


ſons, who are paſt Recovery. : 
. $5. In that p'ace of St. James, the fav-. 
ing of the ſick Perſon 5s afcribed to the 
Prayer of Faith; not to the anointing. C 
6, The Sacrament of the Lords Sup-s | 
per is ſufficient to comfort the .dying }}. 
Mar. | | 
Queſt. 19. UWhy doyou Look npont 
'thth: fozbidding Pateſts to 1narry, as 
unlawful * 
Azxlw; 
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Anſw. 1. Becauſe St. Paul permits a 
' Biſhop, and indeed all Clergy-men to A 
marTry, I Tim. 3.2.8. 11. 7it.1.6, . = 
2. The ſame Apoſtle faith, toall Men = = 
in general, It zs better to marry thay to 
barn, 1 Cor. 7. 9. 
3- The ſame Apoſtle calls forbidding 
to marry a DoQrine of Devils; 1 Tm. 
4+ To 3 EP, 
4+ St. Peter himſelf, an Apoſtle and a 
Prieſt, was a married Man. | 
_ $5. Several of the Biſhops in the Primi- 
tive Church were married Men; ſuch as 
' Spiridion, Chereman, Phileas, Gregory ' 
Nyſſen, Gregory Nazianezen, both Father 
and San, FHlary, and others. 
6. It was Pope H:/debrand, or Gregory 
VII. the ſame that firſt preſumed to de- 
| poſe Soveraign. Princes, that made the 
F Clergy renounce their Wives, contra- ' 
.ry 'to- Scripture; a Man guilty of the 
\ greateſt Crimes imaginable. 
Queſt. 20. WUhy do not you believe 
+ the @hurch of Rome infallible? 
Azſw.x., Becauſe it is only a Pretence 
founded neither in Scripture, nor Anti- 
| quity. 
2. It is a Church that hath errd both 
in Doftrine and . the Worſhip of God, 
* moſt notorioully. E 3. God 
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3. God hath no where promigd to F' 


make any one Church infallible. 


4. Themſelves are not agreed where 


thisInfallibility Les, whether in the Pope, 
or in a genera] Council, or in the ditfu- 
ſive body of Chriſtians. 

5. The Word of God 1s the only infal- 
lible Rule to waik by. | 

6. 'There is no need of a viſible infalli- 
ble Judge for deciding of Controver- 
fies. For, | | 


1/7. Controverſies may be decided 
without ſuch a Judge, as they were in. 
the Primitive Church, the Biſhops meet- 
ing in Council, and arguing againft He-. 


reticlks from the Word of God. 


24. A meek, humble, peaceable, and 1 


charitable Temper, would decide Con- 


troverſies better than all the pretended- 


infallible Judges in the World. 

34. We do not find, that when there 
were infallible Judges here on Earth, 
- ſuch as Chriſt and his Apoſtles, that all 
Controverſies did ceaſe: Notwithſtand- 
ing their preſence, there were Schiſms 
and Hereſies, even among the Chriſtians, 
x Cor. 11.19. 

4th. For allthe pretences of Infallibili- 
ty in the Church of Rox, they cannot 

decide 


nn D3_ 


F bidding the reading of the Bible to the 
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* decide the Controverſies that are among = 
their own Members. . : 
5th; Both Popes, and General Coun- 
cils, have contradited one another ; and 
__ neither of them can be infalli- 
e. 4 
6th; The pretence of Infallibility in -_ I 
the Church of Rome, is nothing but a de- ? 
vice to uphold their Temporal Grandeur 
and Dominion. ", RS 
_ Queſt. 2x. UUhy do you think, the 
Ghurch of Rome is in an Erroz in foz- 


Common People. | 
Anſw.1. Becauſe Chriit commands ail 


ſorts of Men to read the Scriptures ; Joh. 

: - The Berrheans are commended for » 

_ fearching the Scriptures; As 17.11. ny 

. The Fathers in. the Primitive 

Church, exhorted the People to the fre. 
quent reading of the Scriptures. 

- 4. St. Paul charges the Theſſalonians. 
to take care that his Epiſtle be read to ai! 
the holy Brethren, x Theſſ. 5.27. 
5, Inthe Jewiſh Churchevery Fami- 
ly was to have the Law in their Houſes. 
and to teach it their Children diligently ; 
Deut. 6. 7. be 

E 2 6, The | W 
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6.: The pretence of the Obſcurity of 
the Scripture in many places, is inſignifi- 
cant, ſince the Scripture is plain enough 


in things neceſſary to Salvation. 
7. The Church of Rome in forbidding 


- the Bible to the Laity, diſcovers her fear, 
- and the weakneſs of her Cauſe, leaſt the 


People ſhould ſee her Errors, and forfake 
he. 
Queſt-22. UJUhy Do not you believe, 
that the 2Books cali'd Apocrypha, are 
Canonical Scripture 2 | 
Anſw. 1. Becauſe the Oracles of the 
Old Teſtament were delivered to the 
Jewiſh Church, Rom. 3.2. and theſe 
were not. . 
2. The Chriſtian Church receiv'd 
from the Jews no other Books of Cano- 
nical Scripture, but what are pwn'd as 
ſuch by the Church of Exglard. 
3- The Apocrypha were not written by 
Men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt ; and 
what 15 Scripture, muſt be by Inſpirati- 


on; 2 Tim. 3.16. 


4. Some of the Authors beg the Rea- 
ders pardon for their Miſtakes, which is 
not the Language of the Holy Ghoſt. 

* 5. The Antient Councils have reje-E 
ed theſe Aporrypha as not Canonical, par- 
ticularly} 


(53) 
ticularly the Council of Laodices. 

6. In the Primitive Churches they 
read theſe Apocrypha only for the Inftru- 
\Gtion of Mens Manners ; but did not re- 
ſolve their Faith into them, no more do 
we. | - 
Queſt. 23. WUhy Do you find fault 
with the Church of Rome for aſſerting, 


that the Church of England, once a - 


Wcmber of her Communicn, had no 
power to refozm her elf ? 

Arnſw. x. Becauſcevery Church hath a 
natural right to ſhake off the Abuſes and 
Corruptions which are contrary to the 
Word of God. 

2. It 15 God's Command to private 
Men, not to ſuffer themſelves to be de- 


luded by the flight of Men, and cunning . 


Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive, and therefore much more is a 
National Church concerr'd to do ſo. 


3: In vain wasany Reformation hoped ' 
for from the Biſhop and Clergy of the 


Roman Church. 

_ . 4. It's the proper Office of the Biſhops 
of aNational Cliurch, to take notice what 
Errors creep int9 their Churches, and 
oppoſe them. | x 


E } 5. And 


1 5 DN od y 
7 Ic bud MES ne :3:5 EVE IR F- At” "SG obs Er. 5 558 A] 
- HEE REELS Co Safer. » ics 7 33 CTFORS; x % 
++ Baer 6 Gn : 3 ; 
G i v2 LEG 
ca 
5 * Pi 3 L2 
© 
a 


: , Sos bids: 2s. Jag : 
n g; As on Lond, 
R y 
3 <7, -@ 


7 1 
5. And that they have right to do ſo 
appears from the Examples the Church , 
of Jadah had in the times of Jehofhaphat, 
or Hezekiah, or Joſiah. 
6. In throwing oft the power of the 
Pope of Rome, we did not throw off Obe- 
dience to'a lawful Soveraign, but Sub- 
jection to an Uſurper. 
7. Wedid no more than what the Or- 
thodox Churches did after the Arian 
| Councils of Ariminumand Seleucia, in ſet- 
7: ting up the Nzceze Faith again, which 
; thoſe powerful Councils had baniſh'd. 
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3 8. We made no new Religion, but 
: reſtor*d the old ; and built no new Houle, 
4 but only ſwept out of the old the.Rub- 
3 biſh which made it unwholeſom, and un- 
E inhabitabls. 
The Ezd. 
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An Account of the Conference betwixt 
a Jeſuit of the Savoy and my Self, 
the 2d. of January. Preſent 
Mr. Stephens on my ſide, Mrs. 

Chamberlain, and Mr. Cham- 
berlain, and the Book-binder about 
whom the Conference was held (he 
having been ſix years of the Church 
of Rome, but ſomewhat unſatisfied) 
and Mr. Lamb. About Seven of 
the Clock at Night. 


HE firſt thing Diſcourſed was 

about the Dottrine of Ca!viniſts, 
which the Jeſuit ſaid, made God the 
Author of Sin. 

I told lum, that there are ſeveral Ex- 
preſſions, which if a favourable Con- = 
{ſtruction be put upon them will appear 5 
to be otherwilc. , | 

Next he tell upon Luther, who ſhould 
fay that no Man could be damned it he 
would, but for his Infidelity. 


E 4 


I faid it was true, that God condem- 
ned no Man, that profeſſed himſelf a 
Chriſtian, but for his Infidelity. | 

The Jeſuit asked whether, if a Man 
committed Theft, he may. be calld an 
Infidel ? I ſaid, he atted like an Infidel, 
and in that A& was ſo, becauſe he aQ- 
ed contrary to his Belief. 

Mr. Chamberlain putting in ſomething 
about that place, 1 Ti. 2. about one 
Mediator. The Jeſuit argued, he won- 
derd we ſhould talk of one Mediator, 
when every | Man that pray'd for the 
other was a Mediator, 

- T told him in a large Senſe he might be 
called ſo ; but in the Controverſie before 
us, were meant Mediators which are 
religiouſly worſhipped. 


Here happened a great rambling Diſ- 


courſe about Paith, As diſtinguiſhed fron 
all good Works ; but T told them, that 
by Faith I did not mean the bare Aſent 
to the Dottrine, but a'prattical Belief, 
as it takes in the whole Word of God, 
. and living according to it. 

The Book-binder was gone to call 
Mrs. Chamberlain, and coming again by 
this time : TheJeſuit ſaid,;they were come 
to ſatisfic Perſons under ſome Doubts, 
and 
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and therefore muſt fall upon ſome more 

material Points, and fince we Prote- 

ſtants ſent people to the Scripture; it 

was neceſſary we ſhould begin to talk . 

of the Rule of Faith, and therefore he 

 defired to know ; how we knew the 
Scripture to be the Word of God, and 
from whom we had received our Bible ? 

I told him, we had received it from 
the Catholick Church, whoſe Teſtimo- 
ny was very conſiderable in this Caſe. 

' He ask'd hereupon, when we went off 
from the Church ? From what Church 
we did immediately receive it? 

TI anſwered him, both from the We- 
f fer or Roman; and from the Churches 
of ;jthe Eaſt. However I told him, I 
would fairly grant him, that we had re- 
ceived it immediately from the Church 
of Rome, and I deſired him to make the 
beſt of it. 

Here he asked, how we could re- 
ceive the true Bible from a corrupt 
Church ? 

I asked him, whether I might not re- 
ceive a Pearl from a Chimney Sweeper ? 

He ſaid, we looked upon them for 

Rogues and Raſcals. 


Where- 


(.58:) 

Whereupon I told him, we give 
them no ſuch Language : However | 
he- uſed theſe Names ; whether a Man 
might not receive a 100 /. in very 
go0d Money frem Rogues and Raſcals. 

He then argued, That we look'd up. 
on the Church of Roze as a corrupt 
Church ; and how can we be ſure, that 
we have the true Bible, ſince we cannot 
be ſure that a corrupt Church had 
nor corrupted it. | 

I told him, that they confeſſed them- 
ſelves they had not corrupted it ; and be- 
ſides, they could not corrupt it, for the 
Cheat would have been found out, by 


the comparing of ancient and modern 


Copies. | | 

He then asked again, what we coun- 
ted the Rule of Faith ? 

I told him, the Scripture, 

He asked, whether with a true In- 
terpretation or without it ? 

I told him, the Scripture with true 
Interpretation ? | 

He then replied, how we fkould 
know the true Interpretation. 

I told him, things neceſlary to Salva- 
tion needed no great Interpretation, and 
the words are deliver'd fo plainly, that 

any 
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"any one that runs may Read it. 

He then asked, whether every Man 
was a true Interpreter of Scri- 
pture £ - | , 

I faid, every Man had a Judgment 
of Diſcretion ; but there was no Que- 


. ſtion, there were ſeveral Perſons that 


might miſ-interpret it ; but if a Man 
went this way to work, read the Scri- 
pture, pray for Tllumination, and gots it 
with a pure Intention ; he might under- 


ftand things neceſſary, and he could 


not err damnably, and in things more 
difficult, conſult by his Guides. 
He ſaid, this would eſtabliſh every 


' Man in his —_— and a Mahometaz 


ought to be directed by his Guide; and 
why muſt we follow the Guides of our 
Church, and not the Guides of the Ro- 
many Church ? | 

I told him, that People bred, and 


- borne, and baptized in this Church ; 


had greater reaſon to confult their own 
Guides, than others; becauſe they had 
greater Obligations to them. 

Still he urged, no Man could be aſcer- 


_ tain'd of the true Interpretation of the 


Scripture without ſome Judge. 


(60) 


I defired him to name that Judge o- 
_ nd over, but could not bring him 
tO IT, 

I know not how the Diſcourſe came 
in here about different Interpretations ; 
and I faid the Writers of their Church 
differ'd in their Interpretation. 

He faid none of their Writers dif- 
fer'd from one another in the Interpre- 
tation of places relating to Articles of 
Faith. 

4 asked him, what he thought of Ex- 
treme Unttion? 

He faid it was an Article of Faith, 
| Very well, faidI, then Pll prove that 
Cajetan interprets that place of St. James 
of another Ux##10n, and faith, contrary 
to the Council of Trezt, that Extreme 
Un#ion cannot be proved from that 
place. E- 

He ſaid, the Council of Tyez# did not 
denounce Anathema to him that ſhould 
interpret that place of St. James, of ano- 
ther Unt0n. 

T then fetcht him down out of my 
Study the Council of Treat, and ſhew'd 
him that, Sefſ. 14. it did denounce 
Anathema to them that ſhould not 


believe. * E 
50 
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So then he faid, they laid not the ſtrain 
-upon that place; but St. Peter and St. 
Paal had ſpoken of it too. 

I challeng'd him to ſhew me an 
place in St. Paul or Peter, that had ſpo- 
ken of this Un@#107.- 

He then turn'd it off, and faid he did 
not mean it of any expreſs mention, but 
only that the Apoſtles did not uſe to con- 
tradict themſelves. 

After this either the Jeſuit, or Mr. 
Stephens, moved it that there might be 
another Meeting, and that we ſhould 
write down all. | 

I told him Iagreed to it ; and accord- 
_ ingly we appointed Wedre/day next the 
4th of January, at Four a Clock in the 
Afternoon, and ſo they departed, the 
Jeſuit and Mr. Lamb; The Bookbinder 
and Mr. Chamberlain, and his Mother, 
and another young Woman. And the 
Bookbinder and Mr. Szephens, and my 
ſelf, and Chamb. and his Mother ſtaid a 
while; when I fell in diſcourſe about 
Invocation of Saints, and fetcht him 
down the Office of the Virgin Mary ; The 
Contempt of the Glories of the Virgin Ma- 
ry ; and ſhew'd him, that they did not 
only pray to Saints to pray for _ 

ut 


* (62) een OM 
but begg'd the ſame Bleſſings of them 
they did of God. 

The Bookbinder ſaid, he Contemplati- 
ons of the Glory of the Bleſſed Virgin was 
not allow'd of in their Church : , He faid 
if they did more than pray to Saints to 
pray for them, he did not righly un- 
deritand his Church. 
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A Disswaswve from Popery, 
being a Letter to a Lady to preſerve 


her from Apoftacy from the Commu- 
nion of the Church of England. 


Madam, 
| ND are you indeed got into the 
A only Catholick Church ? And 
are you ſure the Men you have 
lately believed have not deceived you, 
as you fancy we have done ? ( for tho? 
you may be ſo charitable as to think, 
that we have not intentionally cozened 
you ; yet ſince you cannot ſuppole us to 
both in the Right, you muſt neceſſa- 
rily conclude, that we have at leaſt 1gno- 
rantly abuſed and impoſed upon you) 
and did you ever rightly conſider what 
a truly Catholick Church does mean ? 
Men of Senſe and Reaſon always be- 
lieved, that a Church which helds the 
truly Catholick Faith, is a true and 
found Member of the Catholick Church ; 
F and 
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and dares Malice it {elf ſay, that we do ÞÞ 
not hold the Apoſtles, the Nzcexe, and 
Athanafizg's Creed ? Fhe Church of: 
Rome her {elf confeſſes, that theſe Creeds 
contain the truly Catholick Faith : And 
malt certainly, when the Vzceze Coun- 
cil was celebrated, and in Athanaſine's 
time, that Church was counted a found 
Member of the Catholick Church, that 
held that Catholick Faith, which is ex- 
preſſed in thoſe Creeds; and do we not 
hold that Faith ? Do we not ftand up at 
it ro expreſs our Readineſs to defend it ? 
And what have we done, that we muſt 
not be counted a Catholick Church ? Is 
it becauſe we will not receive things 
which the Church of Rome hath ſince 
added to the Catholick Faith ? Is it be- 
cauſe we will not admit of the Dottrines 
which that Church was firſt induced to 
believe by the Darkneſs and Ignorance 
of the Ages it lived in, and at laſt loath 
to part withal for fear they {ſhould be 
thought to have been ſolong inan Error? 
Is it becauſe we will not yield to things 
which we apprehend to be dire(tly as 
gain{Fthe Word of God, and deſtructive 
to that Catholick Faith the Chriſtian 
World hath profeſſed in all Ages? Is it 
| becauſe 
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becauſe we will not deceive the People. 
of the Cup in the Bleſſed Sacrament, 
which Chriſt intended as a mighty com- 
fort to them? Is it becaufe we will not 
believe the Miracle of Tranſubſtantiati- 
on againſt four.of our Senſes, and Reaſon, 
and Scripture to boot?Ts itbecauſe we will 
not ſuffer rhe Worſhip of God, or that 
which is very like it, to be givento Crea- 
tures, becauſe of the very appearance of 
the evil of Idolatry, which we are com- 
manded to ſhun, as much as Idolatry it 
felf ? Ts it becauſe we will not believe a 
Purgatory Fire, which cleanſeth little, 
_ butPeoples Purſes of their Money ? Is it 
| becauſe we will not indulge the Pride 
and Arrogance of a Man at Rome, who 
having firft wheedled the Chriſtian Prin- 
ces out of their Means and Power, hath 
at laſt made that Power and Riches he- 
reditary to his Succeſſors, under a pre- 
tence of a Legacy from Chriſt ? Is it be-' 
_ cauſe we will not believe, contrary to the 
Apoſtles Rule, that publick Vrayers, 
which are intended for the benefit and 
underſtanding of the Multitude, muſt 
be ſaid in a Tongue unknown to the 
People ? Theſe muſt certainly be the 
Reaſons, why we-cannort now paſs with 
g y - the 


the Church of Roe for Members of the 


 Catholick Church. That theſe things 


were .,not in the Antient Catholick 
Creeds, I hope you are convinced ; for 
you havt read them over, and found 
none of all theſe Additions in them : And 
now I beg of you, in the name, and by 
the mercy of that Jeſus in whom you 
believe, to judge, which is moſt likely 
to be the truly Catholick Church, ours 
or theirs? Ours that keeps to the truly 
anticent Catholick Faith, or theirs that 
hath added things contrary to Scripture, 
and Reaſon, and Antiquity ? And dare 
you continue 1n a Church where your 
very Communion with it is an Appro- 
bation of their Actions, which are direCt- 
ly contrary to the command of Chriſt ? 
Can there be any thing more contrary 
to it than their 7 rarm, the Cup to the 
Laity ? And when you receive the Sa- 


crament but in one kind, contrary to 


Chriſt's Command, do not you fin and 
allow of the Sin of that Church you are 
in? Is not your Diſobedience to Chriſt's 
Command a Sin, or can you imagine 
that you are more obliged to obey Men 
than Chriſt himſelf ? You conteſs you 
dare not live in any one S1n ;- But _ 

| are 
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dare you live in this Sin? You talk of the 
benetit, of Conteſtion and Abſolucion, 
when that very Prieſt to whom you 
confeſs, and who ablolves you, lives in 
that Sin you are guilty of, and neither 
abſolves himſelf nor you from it; and 
you both continue in it, as if the Blind 
had a mind to lead the Blind ? How dare 
you act rhus againſt your Reafon and 
Conſcience ? Are you not afraid when 
you are going to confeſs, that God will 
laugh at your Mock Confetlton, ſince 
you neither confeſs that Sin of living 
contrary to Chrift's Command about the 
Cup, nor are willing to part with it ? 
Tell me not here that you-drink the 
Blood of Chriſt in cating his Fleſh ; if 
{o, to what purpoſe doth the Prieſt con- 
ſecrate Wine for himſelf, if he drinks 
the Blood of Chriit in eating his Fleſh ? 
But ſuppoſe the Bread were tranſubſtan-. 
tiated intothe Fleſhand Blood of Chriſt, 
you know that the not giving the Cup 
of Bleſſing to thoſe that come to the 
Lord's Supper, is contrary to Chriſt's 
Inſtitution, who diltinctly conſecrated 
the Cup, and gave that to his Diſciples, 
who were Repreſentatives of. all Belie- 
vers, as well as the Bread, and peremp- 
F 3 torily 
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torily commanded, Drink ye all. of this, 


and, I hope, you do not call eating the 
conſecrated Wafer drinking the Wafer. 
But let Us grant you your ſtrange Do- 
Etrine, that you do participate of the 
Blood of Chriſt in cating the conſecrated 
Wafer, who gave your Church Autho- 


rity to alter Chriſt's Inſtitution? How 


/ 


can Men difpence with an expreſs Law 
of God ? Can they annull what God 
would have Eftabliſhed, and continue 
to the Worlds end ? And can you con- 
ſent to ſo great a Sacriledge ? Doth 
not ſome horror ſeize on you, when 
you ſeriouſly think that you approve of 
the Prieſts ſinning againſt ſo notorious a 
Precept, and which he that runs may 
read ? And pray Madam, wherein have 
you bettered your ſelf in going over to 
the Roman Church? Is this your proki- 


ciency in Religion to forſake a Church, 


where youfelt the lively Oracles of Hea- 
ven coming warm upon your Soul, and 


to joyn your ſelf to aChurch, where, 


you hear nothing but LA Prayers, 
and where the Prieſt, if he be not a 


good man, may as well Curſe you as 
Bleſs you, for any thing you underſtand 
of is Language or Deyotion? Is this 
FLIES . 4 ' . . 'Your 


(1) 
Your proficiency m Religion to leave a 
Church where yqu were taught to Wor- 
ſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, and now 
| toc[zaveto one. where they teach your 
Prayers to go upon Crutches of Cruci- * 
hixcs,Beads, and Images ? Doth this look 
like that Noble Religion which Chriſt 
taught the World, and. whoſe deſign 
was to advance our Rational Souls - 
Contemplation and Meditation ? O, Ma- 
dam, you are too Young to know the 
Tricks of that Charch you live in; they 
are more politick Heads than yours 15, 
that had the contriving of it. Bold 
Men, that had Learnt not to Bluſh at a 
Lye, and then thought 1t their intereſt 
to Hetorthe World into a belict of it. 
We that can Read Books as well a; they, 
and know the Hiſtory of the Church as 
well as they, can fee through all. theſe 
devices, which they perceiving are an- 

ry with Us for diſcoyering the Cheat. 
What was it Madam, that you wanted 
in our Church to carry you to Heaven? 
did you want that which theApoltles and 
' the Primitive Chriſtians never wanted ? 
E mean_did you want more Articles of 
Faith than they ſubſcribed ard believ- 
cd ! If you wanted that, we Confeſs we 
a \'F4 . could 
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could not ſupply you, for we dare ſay 
nothing, and believe nothing with Di- 
vine Faith , but what Moſes and the 


Prophets, and Chrift and his Apoſtles } 


have taught us. If the Scripture con- 
tains all things neceſſary to Salvation, 
then we teach all that. If the Church 
of ROME knows more Articles than 
Chriſt or 'his Apoſtles knew of ; we 
will admire her infolence, but cannot 
{atisfie her unreaſonable deſire. Did you 
want ftriQneſs of Life in our Church ? 
Tf all the Commands of the Goſpel can 
make you Holy, We teach them all and 
preſs them upon the People, and I pre- 
ſume you do not aim to be Holier than 
Chrit and his Apoſtles would have you 
to be. Hath the Church of ROME 
another Goſpel to teach you than that 


we did inſtruct you in ? if. they have, 
much good it may do them, Weare not 


fond of the Apoſtle's Curſe, Should az 
Angel from Heaven bring another Goſpel 
zo you let him be accarſed, T know your 
common Plea that We Proteftants can- 
not rightly interpret the Scripture, be- 
cauſe We pretend to no infallibility, 
And do you blame Us for not being 1a 


tmpudent as the Church of ROME? 


. There 
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There 1s no Proteſtant but would be 
glad there were an infallible Interpreter 
of Scripture inſtituted by God and re- 
commended to Mankind. ' 

But where {hall we find him ? Who 
is it that God hath imparted this Honour 
to? If you fay the Fathers, you know 
not what you ſay, for the Fathers dif- 
fer many times as much in interpretation 
of the Scipture, and are as contrary to 
one another as any Men. If you ſay 
the Church that's a hard-Word ; if you 
mean Chriſt's Univerſal Church, diſper- 
ſed all the World over, you muſt te! 
us where it 15 that this Church hath lcft 
an infallible Comment upon the Bible, 
and how 1s it poſſible for a man that will 
be reſolved in'a point to go to all Chri- 
ftian People in the World ;_ if you ſay 
the Church of ROME, you muſt firlt 
ſhew Us her Commiſſion for this infal- - 
lible interpretation. Secondly, you muſt 
prove She hath intallibly interpreted the 
Scriptures, and that thoſe interpretati- 
ons are infallible in all places. Thirdly, 
| you muſt agree among your ſelves what 
part. of .your Church-1s infallible, whe- 
ther the Pope, or an Univerſal Counctl, 
qr all Chriftian People, or whether all 
theſe 
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theſe together. To fay, that this TIn- 


fallibility lies in the Church, though you 
know not where, 15 to ſay a Necdle lies 


in a Bottle of Hay, and he hath good 
luck that finds it. Nay, I think, the 
Church of RO ME hath been ſo mo+ 
deſt, that notwithſtanding all her preten- 
ces to infallibility, She never hath dared 
to obtrude a Comment on the Bible as 
infallible, nor did I ever ſee any Inter- 
pretation of the Bible made either by 
Pope or Council which hath pretended 
to Infallibility. Tf that Church be in- 
fallible why do not their own Divines 


agree in Interpretation of Scripture ? if 


there be an [nflible Senſe of the Scri- 
ptures in that Church, then the Mem- 


bers of that Churchare mad not to keep 


to that infallible Senſe, eſpecially if they 
know where to fetch it, and they offer 

eat injuries and affronts to their 
Church in differing fo much about in- 


terpretation of Scripture , when their, 


Church can give them an infallible Senſe 


| of it. ForthatChurch having, as they 


pretend, the Holy Ghoſt to guide them 
iQ all things, T ſuppoſe that Spirit afliſts 
her in Interpretation of one place of 

Scripture as well as in another : if they 
'V | *- yas 
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fy it doth infallibly aſſiſt them in ſom 
{places and not in all, they deſtroy their 
Jown Principle, and how ſhall a man be 
ſure, that juſt in thoſe Poinrs that are in 
Tdifpute between Us and them, they are 
Jintallible? Is the Spirit divided ? Or is 
he not always the ſame? Or doth not 
he exert his power upon all occaſions ? 

Madam, who fo blind as thoſe that 
will not ſee ? Whoſces not that the pre- 
tence of Infallibility 1s nothing but a 
juggle, a device to maintain a tripple 
Crown, -and an Engine to carry on a 
temporal Authority ? God indeed hath 
promiſed that his Church diſperſed thro 
the World, ſhall laſt to the World's 
end, and that the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
E prevail againſt her, but that promiſe dif- 
ters very much from a promiſe of Infal- 
libility ; and ſuppoſe it did 1inferr an In- 
fallibility, how comes the particular 
Churchof ROME to 1ingrols it to her 
ſelf, that is at the beſt but a Member, 
and a ve:y. unſound one, of Chrift's U- 
niverſal Church ? It is one thing to be 
ſecured againſt being deftroyed, and 
another to be free from all _pothibility of 
Errour. There 15 no doubt but a ſober 
rational man, that prays caracitiv for 
tum 
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illumination, and reads the Scripture 
much, and conſiders the Circumſtances 
the Holy Writers were in when they 
writ, and the Occaſions of their writing, 
and hath the advantage of Learning, of 
Languages,and Hiſtory,may give a very 
true Interpretation of Scriptures, ſuch an 
Interpretation as no man can rationally 
contradict, tho? he hath not recourſe to a 
Viſible infallible Guide, and tho' himſelf 
be not infallible. Things may be very 
certain, tho' they are not infallibly ſo, and 
he that can make things out fo that a 
prudent man cannot but give conſent to 
them, and hath no juſt cauſe to doubt of 
their trurh, may juſtly challenge belief 
from other men. ButT will not 1nfiſt up- 
on this point becauſe I never heard you 
ſpeak much of it. TI will come a little clo- 
{er to thoſe reaſons, that moved you to go 
_ over to the Roman Church, whereof the 
principal was this,that you were troubled 
in mind upon the account of your Sins,& 


could get no ſatisfaction in Our Church,; 


tho” you ſought it, like E/az, with tears; 
whereas you cid no ſooner confefstoaRo- 
manPriett,and receiveAbſfolution,but you 
pre/ently found unſpeakable comtort. 
And are you ſure, Madam , that the 
Peace 
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peace and fſatisfaftion, you found in that 
Church was not deluſion ? you tremble 
at that word ; but lets conſider the Na- : 
ture of your peace. When you were in | 
our Church, either you did truly repent 
of all your Sins, or you did not. If you 
did not, moſt certainly you could have no 
ſolid peace, but if you did truly repent, 
as you ſay you did, what could hinderyou 
JS from applying the Promiſes made to pe- 
nitent Sinners, to your ſelf, which are the 
| true grounds of comfort and fatisfa&tion ? 
may be you wanted a Voice from heaven 
to confirm the Promiſe of the Goſpel, but 
have you fince heard ſuch a Voice from 
heaven in the Church of Rome ? I think 
not ; if you truly repented in our Church, 
then certainly by the Word of God you 
were aſſured that your Sins were pardon- 
ed, and if | they were pardoned, wh 
ſhould you not comfort your ſelf wah 
that pardon ? That which makes you re- 
joice now,is becauſe you believe your Sins 
are pardoned ; but it when you were of 
our Church, you verily believed you 
truly renin you could not but believe: 
that your Sins were pardoned,and conſe- 
quently you might have taken as much 
comfort, as you do now.” But the Mi- 
niſter 
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Hiſfter of the Church of Ezg/ard, you 
 fay, gave me no abſolution, which the 
Roman Prieit did. Why, Madain, did 
any of our Miniſters deny your Abfolu: 
tion, when you could aſture them that 
Repentance was ſincere ? did yod 
ever ask Abſolution, and were you refws 
ſed ? Nay, I appeal to your Conſciencs; 
did not thoſe Miniſters you converſed 
withal affure you over and over, that 
| you need not doubt of the pardon of 
* your Sins fo long as you did deteſt and 
bx -. ___abhor them, and watch, and ſtrive, and 
| | pray againſt them, and were ſincerely 
reſolved to commit them no more, and 
did avoid the very occaſions of Evil?and 
what was this but Abſolution, whick 
however you might have had performed 
with greater Ceremony, if gou' had had 
2 mind to 1t. Its no very hard matter 
to gueſs at the riſe and progreſs of your 
peace and ſatisfaction in the Roman 
Church. All new things pleaſe, and} 
provided they have but a good face, al: 
lure our fancy, and this being pleaſed; 
irs very natural to defend them; and} 
. having once defended them, our Love 
to them advances, and by degrees we 
think our Honour and Credit 1s too far | Y 
| engaged 
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engaged to part with them. We ſee 


how Children are quieted with new trj- 
fles (pardon the uncourtly compariſon, 
I know not how to ſhun it) and thenew 
object, they never ſaw before, ſurprizes 
and charms them, makes them fix their 
Eyes upon it and cry, if they cannot have 
it, In the nature of Children we ſee 
our own, and embracing new obje&s, 
which our fickly fancy is roving after, is 
but the Scene of Childrens longing for 
pew play things, changed; the Novelty 
of the thing you were venturing upon, 
the new Church (new indeed, new to 
you, and new to Almighty God) which 
you were to joyn your felt to, the Stool 
of Confeſſion in the Church, and the 
Priefts new habit, and mortified face 
(which perhaps he owes more to his 
Country, than to his Vertue) and affte- 
Red gravity, and aſſuring of. you that 
their abſolution had a wonderful Vertue 
and Efficacy, all theſe together ſurpriz- 
you, and raiſed your expeCtation, 
and ſtruck ſome kind of reverence into 
you, Your mind being thus poſſeſſed 
with the Idea's of theſe new things you 
never tried before, and working upcn 
your affeQtions, and moving your will 

| ro 
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to confeſs to this man of Wonders, you 


"naturally fell into a fancy, that ſomuch 


Formality and Ceremony difterent from 
that you had been uſed to 1n our Church, 


had more charms in it, than our plain 


and honeſt way, and then laid the itreſs 
of your pardon uponthe new Prieſts ab- 
folution in that formal manner, where- 
_. with your fancy being impregnated, it 

foon diffuſed a cheerfulair in your coun- 
tenance, and raiſed ſome gladneſs in 
vourtheart, becauſe you had now done 
ſomething more than ordinary, asan An- 
tiote againſt your Sin. And from hence 
aroſe your pretended peace and fatisfa- 
E&t:5n, or deluſion rather , becauſe you 
hid the ſtreſs of your pardon upon the 


abſolution of that Roman Prieſt, and not 


upon the fincerity of your repentance, 
It a Prieſt could forgive Sin's, whether 


men Repent or no, Then indeed you 


might have laid the ſtreſs of your Par: 
don on that forgiveneſs of the Prieſt, but 


fince by your own Confeſſion, that ab- 


ſolution of the Prieſt ſignifies nothing 
except people truly repent; for you to 
build your comfort on that Abſolution, 
when it ſhould have been founded up- 


on your {incere Repentance, cannot but. 


be 
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be a falſe fire, and a counterfeit comfort ; 
if you ſay, you did not fetch your Peace 
from that Abſolution, but- from the Gn- 
cerity of your. Repentance, you catch 
your ſelf ; for if your true Repentance 
muſt be the foundation of it, then you 
might have taken the ſame comfort in 
our Church : It you till reply, you could 
not, you only mean you would not, for 
true Repentance 1s true Repentance in 
any Church ; <and it true Repentance 
cauſes true comfort, it would have cau- 
fed true comfort in our Church as well as 
in the Roman, and therefore there muſt 
be ſome cheat in this comfort. 

The fancy you have ſince taken up, 
that the reaſon why you found comfort 
in the Church of Rome, upon your Con- 
feflion and Abſolution, and none in ours, 
muſt needs be, becauſe the Prieſts of that 
Church aretrue Prieſts, and thoſe of ours 
are not, 1s as ſolid as your Peace. If we 
have no true Prieſts in the Church of 
Exeland, then moſt certainly the Church 
of Rozze hath none. The Biſhops, which 
in the beginning of our Reformation did 
ordain Biſhops, Priefts, and Deacons a- 
mong us, were ordained by Biſhops of 


that Church; and if the Chara&ter of 
G 


Orders 


' Ordefts, by their own confeflion, be inde. 
' lible, then it was not all the Thunders 
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and Lightnings of Excommunication at 
Rome could annul it. It's true, your 
choſtlyFather very confidently tells you, 
(a Quality incident to that fort of Men) 
"Thar our firſt Proteſtant Biſhops never 
received Orders from Biſhops of the 
Church of Rome; but one would ad- 
mire what Spirit doth poſſeſs theſe Men, 
that they dare contradict all the publick 
authentick Records we have of their 
being conſecrated by Biſhops of the 
Church of Reme; they might as well 
deny, that there were no fuch Kings of 
England as Heary VII. and Heary VIII, 
(for we have nothing but publick Re 
cords to ſhew for it) as deny that the 
Bithops of the Reformation were never 
conſecrated by Biſhops of the Roman 
Perſwaſion. Iam perſwaded that if any 
Papiſt ſhould come into trouble about 
the title of an Eſtate he hath, and did: 
bur know that the name of his Ance- 
ſtors, the manner of the Conveyance, 
and his juſt Title were in ſome publick 
Record or Regiſter, he would ſoon 
make uſe of it, alledge it as a ſufficient 
proof, and thank God for preſerving a 
Record 


% . 
-* > 


_ e 83) 


Record -that is ſo much for his advan- 
tage. * I know not what can be a better 
. Teſtimony in matters of fa&t next to Re- 
velation, than publick Records and Re- 
giſters ; and we dare venture our Repu- 
tation. upon it, that in the, Authentick 
Regiſters of the reſpe&tive Arch-biſhops 
of Canterbary,,,where fear of being coun- 
ted Knaves and Fools, for putting. in 
things contrary to what was publickly 
known, may jultly be ſuppoſed to have 
kept the publick Notaries from aſſert- 
_ ing things notoriouſly falſe... In theſe - 
Regiſters I fay it will be found, what 
Succeſſion our firſt Proteſtant Biſhops 
had ; how Arch-biſhop Parker, the firſt 
Arch-biſhop of Carterbary under Queen 
Elizabeth (to go no higher) was! conſc- 
crated December 17. 1559. by four per- 
fons then actually Biſhops, and who had 
formerly been Ordained by Biſhops of 
the Church of Rome, (viz.) William 
Barlow in Hezry the Eighth's days Bi- 
ſhop of St. Davids, under Edward the 
 fixth Biſhop of Bath and Wells, under 
Queen Mary qriven into Exile,. and re- 
turned under Queen Elizabeth, John Sto- 
ry formerly Biſhop of Chicheſter, Miles 
Coverdale formerly Biſhop of Exeter, and 
G 2 John 
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- John Hedzkins Biſhop Suffragan of Bed- ' 


ford. Not to mention that the Queen's 
[.etters Patents (in caſe any of the other 
thould be ſick or forced to be abſent) 
were directed to three Biſhops more, 
that had tormerly been Popiſh Biſhops, 
and were turned Proteſtants, (v:z.) An- 
thony Biſhop of Lardaff, John Biſhop 
Suftragan of Thedford, and John Bale 
Biſhop of Ofſery. © But all this hath been 
ſo clearly demonſtrated out of the pub. 
lick Records, firſt by Mr. Maſoz, and 
'. tince by Arch-biſhop Bramhal, that he 
that writes of it can only tranſcribe out of 
them ; and thoſe that deny theſe Records 
mult be Men of ſtrange Foreheads, and 
of the greateſt Diſingenuity. From theſe 
Men that had their Prieſthood trom the 
Church of Rome, our Prieſthood 1s line- 
ally derived ; fo that it our Prieſthood be 
not valid, theirs cannot be ; and if He- 
refie doth not make the Epiſcopal Office 
void, nor diſable a Man from conferring 
Epiſcopal Order on other Men (as 1s e- 
vident trom the ſecond Council of Vice, 
with your Church an Oecumenical 
Council, which received Biſhop Azato- 
_ tis, though conſecrated by Dioſcorns, 4 
Heretical Biſhop; if, I fay, _ 
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doth not make the Epiſcopal Order void, 
then ſuppoſe we were Hereticks, our 
Prieſthood, which is derived from Po- 
piſh Biſhops that turned Proteſtants, 
mult be a true Prieſthood ſti ; and to 
this purpoſe I remember one of your 
Church faid lately, Oxce a Prieſt, for ever 
a Prieſt. | 

Madam, 1f you deſire to know the 
Truth, be honeſt and ſincere ; you 
ſhould a& like a Perſon that hath a mind 
to be ſatisfied, and ſearch the publick 
Records, and till then beheve not every 
_ Tale that's told you: The common 
-- plea of your Prieſts, that our Records are 
{ophiſticated, and that we have put in 
what we pleaſe, argues only Boldnels 
and Tenorance, when they can ſhew nei- 
ther where, nor when, nor by whom 
they were corrupted. Thoſe that talk 
| fo, ſeem neither to underſtand what a 
publick ſolemn thing the Conſecration of 
a Biſhop is in Exgland, nor to reftkect, 
how difficult it 15 to fill a publick Regi- 
ter with Falſities, as to matters of fact, 
when there are ſo many hundred Men 
that know what 1s done at {uch a time, 
and view the Records, and would moſt 
certainly ſpeak of it, if they.tound a flaw 
(; y e "Th 
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in the Relation. But if we ſhould deal 
thus with the Church of Rowe, queſtion 
all their Regitters in the Vatican, and ſay, 
which we might do with far greater 
feaſon, that they are things packed and 
invented by Men, that have a mind to 
keep up a FaCtion, I know what Lan- 
guage we ſhould meet withal. But will 
you boaſt, ſay you, of having derived 
your Orders from the Church of Rowe, 
when you believe the Church of Rome 
to be an idolatrous Church ? Madam, 
it is not the Office of a Biſhop in your 
Church we find fault withal, but the 
Abuſes of it. A Church that's guilty of 
very great corruption both in DoQtrine 
and Manners, may have ſomething that's 
good and allowable ; and he that retains 
that, 1s not therefore guilty of her cor- 
ruption, nor eſpouſes her Errors. Your 
Tdolatry is one thing, and your Orders 
are ariother. The Jews did take many 
good things from the Heathens, and the 
Chriſtians many commendable things 
from the Jews ;' but that neither made 
the Jews approve” of the Heatheniſh 
Worſhip, nor the Chriſtians allow of 
the Jewiſh Errors Wearenot ſo difin- 
genious, as to make the breach between 
you 
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you and us wider than needs. So far as 
you go with Scripture and true Antiqui- 
ty, we hold with you ; where you con- 
tradict both, we cannot with a fafe Con- 
{ſcience bear you company. He that 
ſees a Pearl lye among a great deal ot - 
Traſh, if he take the Pearl, is not there- 
fore obliged to take the Rubbiſh too ; 
and if we have derived our Orders from 
you, that infers no neceſſity that we 
muſt therefore conſent to your Notori- 
ous Deprivations of the antient Simpli- 
city of the Goſpel. "The Chriſtians 
heretofore, that approved of the Bap- 
tiſm of the Donariſts, did not therefore 
preſently acknowledge the Truth of 
their Opinions ; and he that ſhould take 
a good cuſtom from the Turks, cannot 
be therefore {aid to approve of all things 
that are 1n the Alcoras. 

Madam, "There is notlung more caſts 
than to cavil at the moſt prudent Action 
in the World, eſpecially where People 
take a {light ſurvey of things, and do 
not with Seriouſneſs and Deliberation 
weigh the Circumſtances of the Fact, and 
do not examine the inſide as well as the 
outſide ; and I muſt confeſs, upon the 
beſt Examination of your AQtions and 

| Gr 4 Pro- 
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Proceedings 1n this Revolt to the Church - 
of Rome, you never took the right way | 


to be ſatisfied ; for inſtead of pondering 
- the Arguments and Motives of our De- 
parture from the Church of Rowe, and 
of the Reaſons we alledge for our 
Church and Dottrine; you made it 
your chief Imployment to read their 
Books, and believed what they ſaid to 
be Oracles, for no other Reaſon but be- 
cauſe they talked with greater Arro- 
* gance and Confidence. It you ſay, that 
you could not judge of Arguments ha- 
ving never been bred a Scholar, I would 
but ask you how you durſt change your 
Religion then ? Did you change it with- 
out reaſon and without ground ? and if 
you are not able to weigh the ſtrength 
of Arguments, how can yau be ſure that 
you are 1n the true Church at this time ? 
It i5 not talk, but Arguments that muſt 


demonſtrate the Truth of a Religion ; 


and if you have not ſufficiently weighed 
the Arguments of both fides, it 1s a thou- 
jand to one you may ſtill be in the wrong 
way ; and you know not but you may 
be as much out now, as you were for- 
merly. Madam, fo great a thing as the 
change of your Religion, upon which ” 

leſs 
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leſs than Eternity depends, might juſtly 
have challenged ſome years ſtudy, be- 
fore you had reſolved upon it. To do a 
thing of- this nature upon ſo ſlight a Sur- 
vey, conſider whether it doth not argue 
Raſhneſs and Weakneſs, rather than Pi- 
ety and Devotion. To leave a Religion 
you have been bred and born in, aReli- 
gion founded upon the Word of God, 
and which you had liberty to examine 
by the Scripture, upon reading a Popiſh 
Book or two, without diving to the bot- 
tom of the ſeveral Controverſies, with- 
out reflecting on the Importance of the 
Points in queſtion, without ſtudying a 
conſiderable time which Religion comes 
neareſt to Scripture, and which goes far- 
theſt off; is ſuch an Argument of Impa- 
tience, that you only ſeem to have yield- 
ed to a dangerous Temptation of the De- 
vil. If the Controverſies between the 
Church of Rome and us, are fo intricate, 
as you ſay, and above your capacity to 
dive into them, you have then run over 
to that Church in the dark, and have as 
little reaſon to be ſatisfied with your 
Proceedings, as you believe you fr 
with our way of Worſhip. You plead, 
that you have been fitting up whole 
Nights, 
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Nights and weeping and praying, that | 


would diſcover to you which is the 


true way to Salvation, and from thaf 


time forward you found Inclinations ta 
go over to that Church; and is this a 
ſufficient Argument to juſtifie your For- 
wardneſs? When you had already be- 

n to doubt, whether our Church were 
2 true Church or no, becauſe you found 
not that SatisfaQtion in it your ſickly De- 
fires wanted ; it was then an eaſfie matter 
to give ear to confident People, that 
magiſterially and peremptorily aſſured 
you, that you would find Satisfaction in 
their Church ; and being fed with this 
hope, your Inclinations to that Church 
grew itronger every day, as our Mo- 
ther Eve, the hopes of being like God, 
ſuggeſted to her by the Serpent, did 
egg and fpur her on to eat of the fatal 
Tres. : 

We do not forbid People to pray to 
God,to lead or direct them into the right 
way : (though ſometimes it may be a 
perfect tempting of God, when People 
are in the right way, to deſire God to 
diſcover to them, by a fign of their own 
choice, whether they are in it or. no.) 
But them, if we pray to God to direCt 

us, 
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| us, we muſt not negleC&t the means God 


kth appointed in order to our Satisfacti- 
on, but muſt compare Scripture with 
Scripture, and Books with Books, and 
Arguments with Arguments ; and ſearch 
which Religian agrees moſt with the 
DoQtrines and Practices of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ; and as the Noble Berrhe- 
ans did, examine all the Dottrines ob- 
truded to our Belief, by the Scripture ; 
and doing thus, and. continuing this 
ſearch, and theſe Prayers together, no 
doubt but God in his own good time, 
will anſwer us and dire us. But to. 
pray to God to direct us, and not to uſe 
the means, in the uſe of which he hath 
promiſed to dire&t us, we do ina manner 
mock him, or defire him to work a Mi- 
racle for us, or to youchſafe us ſome ex- 
traordinary Revelation, when we have 
Moſes and the Prophets, and maythear 
them. And I am confident, had you 
joyned this way with your Prayer, exa- 
mined the Doctrines of the Church of 
Rome, and compared them with the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, ſeen 
whether there be any thing like it in the 
Bible, and ſearched whether Chriſt and 
is Apoſtles ever taught ſuch FRem__ 
3 | an 
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riouſly and ſolidly, it's impoſſible yay 
coutd ever have turned Papiſt ; for if 
our Goſpel be true, that Religion can 
never be true, for there is nothing in the 
World can run more counter to the Go- 


ſpel, than the DoQtrines of that Church, 


wherein we differ from them, and they 
had need put the Bible among prohibr 
ted Books ; for ſhould the People have 
liberty freely to peruſe it, the Church 
of Rome would grow very thin and 
defpicable. 

I am fenfible your Prieſts find fault 


with our Tranſlation of the Bible, and: 
cry out, that there are great defects in 


it ; but when they talk ſo, they had need 
talk to Women, nat to Men of Learn: 
. ing, and that undeftand Greek and He- 
brew, the Languages in which the 


Word was originally written. The Ho- | 


| neſty of our Tranſlators appears ſuffici- 
ently from hence, becauſe if any Sen- 
tence in the Bible be capable of a double 

Senſe, they expreſs the one in the Text, 

and the other in the Margin ; and where 
they do bur in the leaſt vary from the 

Original, they either diſcover it by the 
Italick Character, or give you notice of 
| it 


and done all this, not flightly, but ſe- I 


it in the Margin, than which there can 
_ be nothing more honeſt. And let any 
$apik of you all ſhew us, wherein any 
thing 1n our Bibles is 11] tranſlated ont of 
Malice,or Delign, or expretled in words, 
which the Original will nor bear. | 
.| If we examine Tranſlations by the 
Original, then fure T am, there is few 
Tranſlations go further from it, than 
the Vulgar Latin, or the Rhemiſt Teſta- 
| ment, as were aneaſ\ie matter to prove, it 
| 1 intended more than a Letter. 
| You are much taken with their Mor- 
tifications and Penances, which you ſay 
| we have not in our Church : But it's a 
4 ſign, Madam, you did nor rightly un- 
| derftand our Rekgion : We are lo far 
| from condemning Mortification and Se- 
verity of Lite, that we do commend it, 
provided it be 1n order to ſubdue the 
body of Sin, and to raiſe our ſelves to a 
greater pitch of Vertue; provided theſe 
Severities be ſeparated from all opinion 
of Merit, and from an opinion of their 
being fatisfaftory, and expiatory, and 
uſed only as helps, to work in us a per- 
fe&t Deteſtation of Sin. AndTI will af- 
{ure you there are more 1n the Church 
of England, that uſe Severities _ this 
wm 
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humble holy way, than you are aware || 


of. | | 
We indeed do not ordinarily inflig 
them on all perſons, becauſe we know 


not there Conſtitution, nor what their 


nature will bear, nor have we any com- 
wand for it in the Word of God ; but 
theſe things we leave to every Man's 
Diſcretion, urging, that where Sins re- 
quire {tronger Remedies, there Men 
ought to make uſe of them ; andit then 
Corruptions will not be gone by Rea- 
ſonings and Arguments, that there they 
muſt inflict Mulcts and Penalties on 
themfelves to drive the Unclean Spirit 
our. Though T muſt fay ſtill; that Reli- 
ious. Scverities and Auſterities are not 
certain ſigns of a true Religion ; for 
Heathens do uſe them as much as Chr: 
itians, hay more than Chriſtians, wit- 
nefs the Brahmanes in the Inazes, and rhe 
Religious Pazaxs diſperſed through all 
the Eaſtern parts; and if you conclude, 
that therefore the Church of Rowe mult 
be in the right, becauſe they inflift great 
Pennances and Severities, and make daily 
ute of them, I am afraid you only for- 
bear rurning Turk or Heathen, becauſe 
you never ſaw rheir far greater Severi- 

ties 
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| ties in Religion, ' than the Church of 
Rome can boaſt of : But ſtill the Pro- 
tftant Church hath not the real Body 
and Blood of Chriſt in the Holy Sacra- 
ment, which the Church of Rome hath : 


| And are you ſure the Church of Rome 


hath it ? I am perſwaded you did never 
taſte it, nor ſee it, nor feel it, nor ſmell - 
it, and how do you know it ? What? 
becauſe the Prieſts . of that Church do 

tell you ſo ? No, ſay you, it 1s becauſe 
Chriſt faith in expreſs terms, zhis is my 
Body. And here, I confeſs, I ſtand ama- 
zed, that Men, with Learning and Rea- 
ſon about them, can ſink into an opinion 
ſo contradictory, that, if all the confe- 
_— of it be conſidered, there is no- 
thing in nature can be more abſurd, or 
irrational ; and the Church of Rome had 
need oblige Men todeny both their Rea- 
ſon and Senſes, to believe a Tranſubſtan- 
tiation. Here indeed a Faith is necefſa- 
ry ſtrong enough to remove Mountains ; 
and though never any Miracles were 
wrought, but were wrought on pur- 
poſe to convince our Senſes, yet here we 
muſt believe one which neither Senſe 
nor Reaſon candiſcover. When Chriſt 
gave the Sacrament to his Ditci PIE | 
airh 
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faich the Apoſtle, x Corizth. r1. 24, | 


He brake the Bread, and ſaid, Take eat, 


this is my Body, which is broken for yod. Þ 


It is a wonderful thing, that the word 
#5, in the firſt Sentence, this is my Boaj, 
ſhould have a literal Senſe, and in the 
very next Sentence, pronounced with 
the fame breath, cannot admit of a lite- 
ral Senſe; for rhe word z, in the ſecond 
Sentence muſt neceſlarily ſtand for ſhall 
be, becauſe Chrift's Body, when he gave 
the Bread, was not yet broken: Tfit will 
not admit"of a literal Senſe in the very 
next Sentence, becaule of the Abſurdity 
that would follow, that Chriſt was 
crucified, before he was crucified ; wh 

ſhould we underſtand it in the frſ 


Sentence literally, when the Abſurdity ! 


is far greater? Nay, that the word « 


ſhould not be capable of being under-. 


ſtood literally in the ſecond eſſential part 
of the Sacrament, This Cup is the New 
Teftament ; that here I fay it ſhould im- 
port, and can import nothing elſe, but 
fignifies, Or #5 4 ſign of the New Teſt ament ; 
and yet mult not be underſtood fo in the 
firſt part of rhe Sacrament, 1s a thing we 
cannot comprehend : And when the A- 
poltle, ſpeaking of Lord's Supper or 

Eucha- 
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4 Euchariſt, x Cor: 10. 16. The Cup of 


Bleſfirig which we bleſs, i it zot the 


' Communion of the Blood of Chrift ? and 


the Bread which we break, # *t 07 the 


| Communion, of the Body of Chriſt ? Let the 


rigideſt Papiſt, that hath not quite ba- . 
diſhed his Reafon, tell me, how he will 
make Senſe of the word z here, except 
he uriderſtand it figuratively ; moſt cer- 
tainly it cannot be underſtood literally ; 
for the Cup not that Communion, 
but is a ſign of it : One woulld admire, 
how Men carl be fo obſtinate in a thing - 
as Clear as the Sun; and you might as 
well conclude, that Chriſt is a Door 
made of Boards and Nails, becauſe the 
Scripture faith, he 13 a Door; and that 
he is a real Vine with green Leaves and 
Grapes about him, becauſe the Scripture 
faith he i a Vine. But ſuppoſe the word 
# in theſe words, This is my Body, muſt 
be underſtood literally, how doth this 
make for Tranſubſtanriation ? Are the 
words z, and i tranſubſtantiated, all one ? 
A thing may be faid to be a thouſfant 
ways, and yet without Tranſubitantia- 
tion ; ſo that,if by the word z you under- 
ſtand Tranſubſtantiation, you your ſ:lves 
muſt go from the literal ſenſe, and a{- 
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verſed in the ſenſe of Sacramental Ex» Þ 


preſſfions, that by the word # they un- 
derſtand nothing, but ſignifies or repree 
ſents; and theretore it's a horrid ſhame, 
that Chriſtians, meerly tor fear of being 


laughed at, tor departing from an abſurd 


opinion, and loſing the credir of a pre- 


tended Infallibility,. ſhould rake them- 


ſelves ignorant in that, which the mean- 
eſt Jew, even before the Goſpel, under- 
ſtood without a Teacher ; tor we may 
confidently believe, that no Jew, be- 
tore Chriſt's time, was ſo fſottiſh to 
think, when it's ſaid, che fleſh is the Paſ- 
over, Exod. 12. 11. that the Fleſh or 


Blood was really the Paſſover, but only F 
_ a ſign and repreſentation of it, or a to- F 


ken to them, as Moſes calls it, ver. x3, 
I will not here put you in mind of the 


ſtrange Abſurdities that muſt follow 


from this Doftrine of Tranſubſtantia- 


tion, viz. that Chriſt, when he did eat. 
and drink 1n this Sacrament, muſt haves 


eaten his own Fleſh, and that the Apo- 

ſtles muſt have eaten his Body, while he 

was at the Table with them, and before 

it was crucihed, &c. I could tell you, 
, [8 
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F- chat this DoQrine is againſt the great 

$ Article of our Faith, that Chriſt is aſ- 

# cended into Heaven, and there ſitteth ar. 
| the Right hand of God until the day of 
Judgment. 


. - Thatit is againſt the Nature of areal 


Body to be ina thouſand places at once. 


And that from hence it muſt follow, that 


the Body and Blood of Chriſt is capa- 
- ble of being devoured by Vermin, ca- 


pable of being poiſoned, and inſtead of 
iving life may be ſo order'd, that it 
Il Kill and murther ; witneſs Yor 


the third, Pope of Rome, and Hepry the 
.VIith. Emperour, who were poifoned 


in the Sacrament, not to mention a thou- 


| fand more of {ſuch Monſtrous conſc- 
| pogg But fince, Madam, you do in- 


ſo much upon that place of Scri- 


_ pture, John 6. 53. Except you eat my 
fleſb ad drink my blood you have 20 life in 
'50u, Te but briefly ſhew you, how il! 


a Logician you are, to conclude that this 
is ſpoke of the Sacrament, or to con- 


| clude that theſe words infer a Corporal 


manducation of Chriſt's real Body and 
Blood : if they be meant of the Eucha- 


* Tiſt, it will neceffarily follow, that Chriſt 
| oblig*d the Jews, and his hearers tocome 
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to the Sacrament at the time he ſpake 
theſe words, for he ſpeaks of their pre- 
ſent cating and — (Except ye eat, 
cc.) But this he could not poſſibly do, 


for the Sacrament of his Body and Blood 


was not inſtituted till at leaſt a whoſe 
twelve months after, nor did any of his 
diſciples, at that time , dream of any 
ſuch thing, as his dying and being cru- 
cified, nor doth Chriſt ſpeak the leaſt 
word of it in the whole Chapter, which 
he muſt neceſſarily have done, if he had 
intended the Sacrament by it, which is 
all together founded in his Crucifixion. 
For this Sermon of Chriſt, concerning 
cating and drinking his fleſh and blood, 
was delivered juſt about the Feaſt of the 
Paſsover, wer. 4. After which feaſt, as 
It 1s ſaid, John 7. 1, 2. the Jews cele- 
brated the feaſt of 'T'abernacles, and af- 
ter this they kept another feaſt of the 
Paſſover, the laſt, which Chriſt was at, 
which was no leſs than a twelve month 


after, John 11.55. John 12.21. So that. 


the Sacrament of Chritt's Body and 


Blood, not being inſtituted before the | 


laſt Pafſover, as all the Evangeliſts a- 
gree, it was not poſſible, that either the 
- believing Jews, or the Apoſtles could 
unders 
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underſtand it of the Sacrament (and T 
ſuppoſei Chriſt intended to be under- 
ſtood) becauſe there was no ſuch thing 
as yet inſtituted. Beſides, it is impof= 
\ fible, that it can be underſtood of the 
Sacramental eating and drinking of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, for without 
this eating and drinking there is no Sal- 
vation to be had, as 1t is ſaid, Joh. 6. 
5 Þ 54. and if it wereto be underſtood 
of the Euchariſt, we muſt exclude all 
_ Chriftians from Salvation, that are not 
in a capacity, nor 1n a poſſibility of re- 
ceiving it, which, I am ſure, your own 
Church will not do. 

And that theſe words of Chriſt can- 
not poſſibly be-under{tood of a Corpo- 
ral eating Chriſt's fleſh, and drinking, 
his Blood, but muſt be underſtood of a 
Spiritual cating and drinking, that 1s, 
believing in him, and obeying him, and 
hoping for pardon through his Death, 
which 15 the{piritual Food of the Soul, is 
evident from the 54h. and 56th, Verſe, 
where every one that eats of his Fleſh, 
and drinks of his Blood, is ſaid to have 
aQtually eternal life in him, and Chriſt 
dwelling in him, and he , dwelling in 
Elhriſt, "That is, Chriſt loves him with 
H 3 a 
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a love of complacency, he is a Child of 
God, and beloved of him, and an Heir 
_ of Heaven ; but ſince wicked men come 
ro the Sacrament, not only in our 
Church , but even in the. Church of 
Rome , it would follow, if a corporal 
eating were underſtood , that wicked 
men, cating Chriſt's Body, and drink- 
irg his Blood, have Eternal life in them, 
. and that Chriſt dwells in them, and that 
» they are true Children of God, and Heirs 
of Heaven, contrary to the unanimous 
Conſent of the Holy Prophets and Apo- 
files, who call wicked men Children of 
the Devil, and blinded by the Devil, 
the God of the World, and Heirs of 
Damnation. And indeed it is ſtrange, 
that people ſhould contend for this cor- 
poral and ienſual cating of Chriſt's Fleſh, 
and drinking his Blood, when Chriſt 
himſelf faith, v. 63. 'That the fleſh pro- 
fiteth nothing, and that this eating and 
draking muſt be underſtood ſpiritually, 
_ 4. e. of Spiritual eating and drinking, 
which 15 believing, as it is ſaid, v. 64. 
You ſee, Madam, what it is not to 
make uſe of your own reaſon, but to en- 
{lave it to the Farth of a Church,which 
loves to att in the Dark, and Ons 
ve 
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| have her Children Colliers, and believe, 
what the Church believes, and know 
little more than the great Myſtery of an 
Ave Maria, or a Roſary. ' 
Time was, when you were pleaſed 
to tell our Miniſters, that though you 
were gone over to the Church of Rome, 
yet you had Liberty not to *pray to 
Saints, nor to fall down before Images, 
that was not thuught neceſſary by the 
for Church of Rowe, which only recom- 
mends praying to Saints, and Venera- 
tion of Relicks and Images, as a thing ' 
uſeful, and which men have received 
much benefit by. And indeed I remem- 
ber, I was told, you thought, that pray- 
ing to Saints was a kind of Idolatry, 
and therefore were glad they would ex- 
cuſe you from that Worſhip ; but ſince, 
T hear, that you are grown as devout a 
Worſhipper of Saints, and peculiarly of 
the Virgin Mary, and do proſtrate your 
ſelf before them, as much as the moſt 
tractable Papiſt in the World. TI con- 
fels, I did {mell a Rat at firit, when 
your Prieſts aſſured you, that Invocation 
of Saints was not a thing commanded 
but recommended as uſctul, and was 
then confident that before a year came 
H 4 t9 
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to anend, for all theſe ſoft Expreſſions 
and Diſpenſations with your Omiſſion 
of this Worſhip, they would perſwade 
you to that Worſhip, which then you 
thought unlawful: My Prophecy is 
come ro pals, and the Pill, which ſeem- 
ec very bitter at firſt, is \wallowed, and 


become ſweeter than _ and look'd - 
upon as an excellent Medicine. And 


this, T muſt needs ſay, is more than you 
could have 11 our Church. But this 1s 
our Comfort, that the more ingenuous 
Men of the Church of Rome confeſs, 
that this praying to Saints or Angels 


was not heard of, or uſed in the Chri- 


ſtian Church,for the firſt Three hundred 
years after Chriſt - And if. the Chriſtian 


Church , for the firſt Three hundred - 


years, did not think it uſeful at all, it is 
a {ſtrange Degeneration from their Prin- 
ciples, to preſs it now as uſeful : Cer- 
tainly, if God 14d thought this Invo- 
cation ſo uſeful, as your Church pre- 
tends it is, He would not have fo pe- 
remptorily commanded, Call mhon me in 
the das of troable ; IT will deliver thee, and 
thou jualt glorifie n;e.' Plal. 50. 15. and 
it's probab!:, the Apoftles, in preſcrib- 
it; ſo many uſctul rnings of far leſs con- 
rate $59 "7% on 
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\ cern, would not have left us in the dark” 
_ as tothe mighty uſefulneſs of this Invo- 
cation ; eſpecially , when they had oc-. 
cafion to mention the Spirits of men 
made perfect, and did {o often converſe 
with Angels. The Angel, Revel. :22. 
8, 9. thought it a very uſeleſs thing, an 
would not admit of ſo much as a Reli- 
jous proſtration of the Evangeliſt be- 
ore him, becauſe it look'd like Sacri- 
edge, and robbing God of his due. 
But ſince your Church in this Ado- 
ration takes Pattern ſo much by the 
, Courts of Princes, give me leave to 
ſuggeſt to you, how you think, a So- 
veraign Prince would take it, if a Sub- 
ject ſhould give any of his Servants the 
the Title of Majeſty, or any other 'Ti- 
tle, which —— belongs to him. 
There are few "Titles, that God hath, 
and inſpired Men have given to him, 
but you give them to the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin, and though, when you are charg'd 
with it, you fall to Diſtin&tions, and 
turn, and wind your fſelyes-to get out, 
yet that ſhews only a bad cauſe, becauſe 
it requires ſo much artifice and cunnin 
to defend it : Bur, alas! it muſt be Chil- 
dren, that are perſwaded and coaxed to 
PL : believe, 
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believe, that the Church of Rome only 
counts it uſeful not neceſſary, when it 
is} well known, that the generality 
of "that Communion pray to Saints 
more than to God (which in the Scri- 
pture phraſe is honouring the Creature 
more than the Creator) and they never 
leave that Perſon, that goes over to 
them, till they have brought him to 
that Worſhip of Saints and Angels. 

* Its pretty to hear theſe Men talk, that 
it is only recommended as uſeful, when 
the Biſhops and Preachers of that 
Church are woyned, and take their 
Oath upon't, to commend this Invoca- 
tion to the People, as profitable ; and 


the People are obliged to hearken to - 


their Prieſts inall things; ſothat though 


a Manat firſt may think this Invocation - 


not neceſſary, upon the account of its 
being only uſeful, yet from that other 
Obligation he hath to obey the Prieft in 


_-all ſpiritual things, it becomes neceſſa- 


ry : But from tlus ſ{cruple we are deli- 
' vered, Madam , by the Confeſſion of 
Faith, which the Roman Catechiſm 
doth preſcribe, for there it is, that it is 
not only ufeful, but that we ought to 
pray unto Saints, and indecq ſhould any 

Mau 
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"Man live in that Communion, and omit © | 
it, he would ſoon be looked upon as 
prophane, and but. a half Convert © 
their Church ; they would ſoon let hin 
know their Diſpleaſure, and either fright 
or flatter him into Conformity. And 
is this the Worſhip , Madam , which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles have injoyned 
the World? Are not you afraid of do- 
ing things, that do ſo nearly border up- 
on robbing God of his honour and glo- 
ry? Idolatry is a frightful word, and 
ou do not love to hear it, and there- 
fore I will trouble you with it as little 
as I can. But when God hath com- 
manded you to come- to him directly, 
without mentioning the Interceſſion of 
Saints and Angels, how dares your 
Church of her own head, bring in a 
Worſhip ſo dangerous? who ſhould 
preſcribe the way how God is to be 
worſhipped, but God himſelf ? And if 
God requires you to addreſs your ſelf 
to him without any other Mediator, 
but Ciriſt Jeſus, Have not you juſt rea- 
ſon to be afraid, that God will reject 
your Prayers, which are addreiſed ta 
Sainrs, as Mediators, contrary to his or- 
der and injundtion ? What Kings _ 
hs 1ere 
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_ - here on Earth, in fetting their SubjeQs. 


addreſs themſelves by their Servants to 
them, can be no example here, for God, 
as he intends-not to regulate his Court 
by the Court of Princes, ſo we know 
it is againſt his Order, to go to his 
Servants, when we are commanded 
to come dire&ly to him, and it is ſuch 
. a voluntary humility as deprives us of 

our Reward, as the Apoſtles _— 
tells us, Coloff. 2. 18. God knew well 
' enough if men addreſſed themſelves to 
his Servants, to have acceſs to him, ſome- 
thing of the Worſhip due to him would 


ſick by the way, and reſt upon his Ser- . 


vants to his Diſhonour and Diſparage- 
ment, and therefore he mentioned no- 
thing of this mediate Addreſs. Its true, 
we deſire our Neighbours here on Earth 
to pray for us, but for that we have a 
Command ; for the Invocation of Saints 
departed we have none, and in vain dq 
they worſhip me (faith God) teaching 
for DoQtrines the Commandments of 
men, Mz. 15. 9. But beſides, when 
you defire your living Neighbours 
to pray for you, I hope you do 
not fall down upon your knees to them, 
nor uſe the ſaine Zeal and Devotion ta 
them, 
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| them, as you do to God, and for whale 
: hours together, as you do to Saints de- 
parted. But why will you blind your 
ſelf in athing which your own Praftice 
contradits you -in,' you know you do 
not only pray to Saints departed to pray 
for you, but you do many times, with- 
out making any mention of their Prayers 
for you, beg of them, with the ſame re- 
verence, and proſtrations youuſe to God, 
to- deliver you from all evil, and con- 
 ſequently = beg the ſame Bleſſings of 
them you beg of God. And it is Go A 
weak excuſe toſay, that you intend by 
thoſe Prayers nothing elſe, but that by 
- their Interceſſion they may get thoſe 
Bleſſings for you, for you go contrary 
to the nature of things, and whereas 
words ordinarily are Interpreters of the 
mind, you make your minds Interpre- 
ters of your Wordsand Actions, which 
is a ſtrange evaſion, and if ſuch a thing 
be intended, why do you lay 'a ſaare be- 
fore the Common ſort of People ? who, 
being ordered to pray to Saints for ſuch 
and ſuch Bleſſings, know nothing to the 
contrary,but that they areable todiſpence 
thoſe Bleſſings to thei, and thus com- 
mit Idolatry by your willful connivance, 
WIG 
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whoſe Blood- will certainly be required 
at your Church-mens hands one day. 
Examine but your Prayers to the Virgin 
Mary inyour own Manuels, when you 
| have prayed to her,and begged of her all 
that youcan pray of God for, you add a 
word or two of her Intercefſion, which 
in good truth is nothing but. a blind, 


that you may not be ſaid to commit” 


down right Idolatry. You know thoſe 
Prayers to the Virgin ' Mary, which in 


the Latine, and I think in the Engliſh Þ 
Manual too, are ordered to be ſaid to 


he Virgin, Morning and Evening. 'The 
Cit, 


U »:y Lady, Holy Mary, I commend- 


2y ſelf, ny; Soul and Body to thy bleſſed | 


Care aid (i:;ular Cuſtody, and to the 
boſome : thy mercy this day, and every 


day, and in the hour of my going out of | 


the World. All my hope, and all my com- 
fort, all my affiitions and miſeries, my life, 
my end. I commit unto thee (ſpeak feri- 
ouſly what can you ſay more to God) 
' that by thy moſt Holy Interceſſion, and by 


thy merits, all my Words and Attions may 


be. direfted and diſpoſed according to thine, 
and thy Sons Will, Amen. | 


> Where 
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\, Where it's worth nOrngs that firſt 
- you do putas much truſt in the Virgin as 
'you dou God ; and then afterwards, to 
make theſe harſh Expreſſions ſofter, you 
deſire her to interceed for you, that your - 
Works may be directed according to 
ChrifPs Will, nay and her own, as if ſhe 
were a Lawgiver too ? Then follows, 
. Maria Mater Gratie, &c. O Mary, Me- 
ther of Grace, Mother of Mercy, prote&t us 
from the Enemy, and receive us in the hour 
of Death ; which St. Stephen thought was 
: fitter to be {aid to Chriſt when he cried, 
, Lord Jeſu receive my Spirit. Then follows 
the Evening Prayer to the Virgin Mary ; 
O Mary, Mother of God, and gracious 
Virgin, the true Congforter of all diſtreſſed 
Creatures that call upon thee (this Epi- 
thete by. the way the Scripture gives to 
the Holy Ghoſt) by that great Foy where- 
| by thou waſt comforted, when thou didſt 
know that Jeſus Chriſt was riſen the third 
aay from the Dead impaſſible, be thou the 
Comforter of my Soul; and by the ſame, 
who is thine and God's only Son, is the laſt 
day, when with Body and Soul T ſhall riſe 

ain, and give an account of all my Atts- 
ons, Ho thou vouchſafe to help me, that 1 
way eſcape the Sentence of perpetas! Dau 
14/133, 


/ 


RX __ 4 , 
© "EM FE OE DI 4 CUE ace; TOE” —_ tak FORTY RIPE ” IR EP OY "" 
7 
s 
- 
a ( . 
; 


nation by thee Pioas Mother and Virgin, 
and may come happily with all the Elect f | 


God to Eternal Joys, Amen. Then fo 


lows, Under thy Protettion we flee, Holy 


' Mother of God, deſpiſe not our Prayer in 
our Neceſſities, but deliver us from all dan- 
gers-always, O glorious and bleſſed Virgin. 
Not to miention any more Prayers of this 
nature, whereof there is a vaſt num- 
ber. 


If God be a God jealous of his Glory, , 
how can he like and approve of fuch do- : 
ings? It's true, the Honour done to his. 


Servants is done to him ; but then it' 


muſt be ſuch Honour, as they are capa-_ 
ble to receive; ſo to honour them, as to: 


give them the Epithetes and Titles 
which the Scripture gtves to none but 
God ; ſo to honour them, as to ule in 
your Prayers to therti the fame outward 
Proſtrations, that you ufe to God, when 
you pray to him ; ſo to honour then, as 


to ſpend more time in your Addreſſes to- 


them than you do in Supplications to 


God, as is evident from your Roſary ;_ 


fo to honour them, as to ſay more Pray- 
ers to them than to Chrif : 10 to ho- 
hour them, as to joyn their Merits with 
Chriſt's Merits : This 1s an Honout 

whichy 


2 >. So _- 
which, I believe, will oblige God to 
E fy one day, W ho hat h required theſe 
| things at yoar hands ? And how unlike 


| the Worthip of the true God is that Ve- | 


Neration you expreſs to the Images and 


Pictures of Saints, and to the Relias? 


How unlike that plain and fimple Wor- 
{hip which the Goſpel enjoyns ? One 
would chink it ſhould a little ftartle you 
to ſee, that your Church 1s atraid to let 
# the Second Commandment be known 
Fto the People ; you know they leave it 

out in their Prjmers and Catechiſms ; 
or if they mention it, they do ſo mince 

it, that one ſees plainly they are afraid 
{the People ſhould ſee the centrariety of 
their Worſhip to the expreſs Word of 


God. In the beginning of the Refor- 


thation, the very ſight of this Com- 
mandment-made People run away from 
the Church of Rowe as much as any 
thing : Indeed to conſider the general 
{terms :God uſes there, Thou ſhalt nos 


wake to thy feif any graven Image, &C. 


I-Thon ſhalt not only not Worſbip them, 
but '»ot ſo mach as fall down before them ;, 


-would make a Perſon, that is not taken . 
more with the Golden Legends than ' 


with Scripture, afraid of Proſtrations be- 
FS; + ; I 
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not terminate your Worſhip on the I: 
mage, but on the Perſon repreſented by 
the Itmage, that will excufe you, at the 
great tribunal ; for not to mention, that 
1n the ſame manner the Heathen ufed to 
defend their grofleſt Idolatry, and that 
you are forced to borrow their very 
Arguments ; your own Authors do con- 
teſs, that the common People are apt to 


pay Adoration, and dopay Adoration to. 
the Images themfetves, and why will Þ 
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' fore Images, upon the account of Devo- | 
tion : It 15 not all your plea, that you do 


you lay ſuch a. Stumbling-block before | 


the People ? 


Much might be ſaid of the Adoration 


you pay to the conſecrated Hoſt : You 
confeſs, that the Worſhip you givetoit, 
i5 the ſame Worſhip you give to God: 
What if that Wafer ſhould not be turned 
into the Body and Blood bf Chriſt ? 
What if it ſhould remainas very a Ws 


fer, as it was before Confecration? What | 


if it ſhould not be God, as you have all 
the Demonſtration. that Senfe or Rea- 
fon can give you, that it is not changed 


-into another Subſtance 2 What mon-F-- 
ſtrous Idolatry would this be? Ay, but} 
ve believe it to beGod: Why, —_— k 
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aoth your Belief that ſuc | A thing is 


God, or Chriſt, excuſe you from Idola- 
try ?\ Should you believe a Stone to be 


God, and adore it, might not you juſt- 


ly be charged with Idolatry ? You look 
upan the Heathens as Idolaters, becauſe 


they adore theSun: Ay, but they be- 


lieve,that Sun to be God; and how then, 
according to your plea, ean wa be Ido- 


- laters? If there be ſuch a Tranſubſtanti- 


ation' inthe Sacrament, as you fancy, 
and an Adoration of the Hoſte ſo very 


neceſſary, what's the reaſon the Apoſtles 


of our Lord, that ſaw Chriſt before their 
eyes, (only could not believe that there 
were two Chriits, one ſitting at the Ta- 


| ble, the other reached our to them:) - 


What's the reaſon, I ſay, that they fate 
ſtill, and paid no Adorationto the Bread, 
which according to you. was tranſub- 
ſtantiated into Chriſt ? If they did not 
adoreit, what a Preſumption is it in yo4 
to give the higheft Worſhip to the con- 
ſecrated -Bread: upon a pretence that 
that Bread is God, under the accidents. 
of Bread ? Butof this I have ſaid enough 


| before, and could you but find time to 


read what our Authors have written 
pon this Subje&, it could be nothing. 
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but hardneſs of Heart, and Reſolution . 
to be blind, could keep you in a Church, 
that fills your Head with Do@rines con- 
trary to the nature of- a Sacrament, con- 
trary to all that Moſes, and the Prophets, 
may, and all found Philoſophers have 
as. Se 
I will not ſay any thing here of pour 
ſtrange undloody Sacrifice of the Maſs, 
a thing unheard of in the purer Ages of 
Chriſtianity, and which the Scripture is 
ſo great a ſtranger to, that one would 
wonJer how Mankind came to light up- 
on the notion. Nor of your Doctrine 
of Merits, becauſe T find your Prieſts 
have two ſtrings to their- bow, and tell 
the People one thing, and their Adver-. 
faries, when they diſpute with them, 
another ; affirm and deny it as they fee 
occaſion, and neceſſity requires. Only 
one thing T muſt needs take notice of be- 
fore T take my leave: and that is the Gi- 
gantick Argument, that ſome of your 
Gentlemen boaſt of, and which ſtrikes 
all Proteſtants dead at the firſt hearing 
of it. Tf there be any thing true, this 
muſt be true, that there is a God ; if 
there be a God, there muft be a true Re- 
lgwn; if there be a true Religion, mw 
m 


N Fo 
maſt be a .true revealed Religion ; if 
there be a true revealed Religion, the 
Chriſtian Religion muſt be thar true re. 
vealed Religion; and if the Chriftian 
Religion be true, then the Religion of 
the Fhurch of Rome mult be true; for 
the Frgument that proves the Cliriftian 
Religion to be true, proves the Religion 
of the Church of Roxze to be true, which 
is this, Either the Chriſtian Religion 
was propagated without Miracles, or by 
Miracles.; it by Miracles, then it muſt be 
Divine ; if without Miracles, then it 15 
the greateſt Miracle, thata Religion, fo 
| contrary to Fleſhand Blood, ſhould pre- 
_ -vail with ſenſual Men. The ſame, ſay 
they, is true of the Religion of the 
Church of Rowe. For if it bt propaga- 
ted by Miracles, it mult be Divine ; if 
without Miracles, it muſt be ſo much 
. more, becauſe it preſcribes things con- 
trary to Fleſh and Blood, as Penances, 
Auflericies, Fc. and thouſands of Peo- 
ple do embrace it. It will not make my 
{elf merry here in a thing ſo {erious, elle 
| could have told you, that I have heard 
of an Argument, when I was at School, 
 ſomewhar like this ; He that drinks well, 
fleeps well; he that ſleeps mell, commits n0 
: | 13 Stn 3 
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Sin ; he that commits no Sin, will be ſaved : 
therefore he that drinks well will be {a- 
ved. But I forbear; And as to the a- 
foreſaid Argument, whereby one of your 
Prieſts, that hath printed- it, thinks to 
end all Controverſies, I will ſay nggnore 
bur thus; Farſt, that as there is no Chri- 
ſftian but muſt ' readily 'confeſs, that 
the Miracles Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
wrought, were a' Confirmation of the 
Divinity of their DoEtrine ; ſo there is 
no Man of any. brains can admit of the 
other part of the d:lemmma as univerſally 
true, that a Religion that goes againſ; 
Fleſh and Blood, if propagated without 
Miracles, muſt therefore be neceſſarily 
Divine.  Secondly,' that fo far as the 
Religion of the 'Church of Rome agrees 
with the truly Chriſtian Religion, fo far 
it is undoubtedly true ; and it will natu- 
rally follow, that if the Chriſtian Reli- 


g10n be true, the Religion of the Church 


of Rome, 1o far\ as it agrees with the 
Chriſtian Religion, muſt needs be true. 
And the ſame may be faid of ' the Pro- 
teſtant Religion ; but that the 'Roman 
Religion muſt therefore be true, where 
it goes away, and differs from the truly 
Chriſtian Religion, revealed to.ys in the 
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* Goſpel, is a conſequence which none but . 
| Children can approve of. 'Thirdly, with 
this Argument a Man might prove the - 
Divinity of almoſt any Religion inthe 
World: He thatis no ſtranger to Hiſto- 
ry, mult needs know what Scverities, 
. what Auſteriries of Life the Brachmans, or 
the Heathen Frjers in the Tzdies, do botls 
preſcribe and practice, and what Profe- 
lites they make, - and how full the King- . 
dom of the great Mozal is of them ; how 
ſome wallow in Aines day and night, 
how others go charged with heavy Iron 
Chaines all their days; how others ſtand 
upright upon their Leggs for whole 
Weeks together, cc. How in Japan, 
and other places. of the 1>4es, the Prieſts 
perſwade the People to Jaſt themſclves 
to death, to go long Pilgrimages, to give 
all they have to the Prieſts, to throw 
» at down from itcep Rocks, and 
break their Necks, and all to arrive the . 
ſooner to the Happineſs ofanotherWorld, 
&c. I think there cannot be things more 
contrary to Fleſh and Blood, than theſe, 
and yet we ſee theſe Doctrines are propa- 
gated daily without any torce of Aru, 
_ only by Example and Perſwation, to be. 
{ſurc without any Miracle ; but, T hope, 
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that doth not prove their Religion to be 
Divine. It'sa dittate of the light of Na- 
ture, that the way to Heaven 1s ſtraight, 

and therefore People that are religioufl 
inclined, are eaſily won ovet to thoſ. 
Men, whom they {ee exerciſe ſuch Severi- 
ties upon themſelves. IIS 

Toconclude,Madam,when all is done, 
what the true Church is, muſt be tried by 
theWritings of the Evangeliſts and Apo- 
ſtles. We ſee, that even in the Apoſtles 
days, Corruptions crept into the Church, 
witneſs the Churches of Corizth, Galatia, 
and Colofſe, &c. and the Simplicity of the 
Goſpel began even then to he perverted, 
and mingled with idle and fooliſh Opini- 
ops and Practices ; and therefore we muſt 
needs think, that after the Apoſtles de- 
ceaſe, the Church of Chrift was ſubje& 
to the ſame fate ; ſo thar if there beany 


Standard or Touchitone lefr, whereby  - 


the Truth and Sincerity of a Churchcan 
be tried, (and we muſt needs think {o 
well of God*s Providence that he would 
not leave his Church without fome Rule 
to rectifie their Errors by, in caſe ſhe 
ſhould be infefted with any) it muſt be 
the Primitive Inſtitution of the Chriſtian 
Religion; and that Church, as faid be- 

£ | fore, 


F 
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' fore, which teaches things that approach 
_ neareſttothat Primitive Taſtitucion, muſt 
| bethetrueChurch. | | ts 
_. And, Madam, do but-once more for 
your Souls fake, and for your Salvations 
ſake, compare the Doftrines and Practt- 
' ces of the Church of Rome, with the Do- 
' Qrines and Praftices of the Goſpel, the 
Fountain of Chriſtianity, and try whe- 
ther you can find there the DoRrines of 
Communion under one kind, of publick 
Prayers in a Tongue unknown to the People, 

| of Pargatory, of the Maſs, of Tranſubſt ans 
riation, Of the Church of Rome's Suprema- 
cy and Infallibility, of Worſhipping and &- 
adoring the Virgia Mary, and Praying to 
Satats, of Veneration of Relicks and Ina- 
ges, of Adoration of the Hoſte, &c. Do 
not force any places of Scripture, and try 
' whether you can make ſenſe of any of 
theſe Do&trines by Scripture : View the 
ſtream of the Goſpel, and ſearch whether 
there be any thing like theſe DoCtrines in 
it : Why will you make your Reaſon a. 
Slave to your Prieſts magiſterial Senten- 
ces? How can you anſwer it to God, * 
that you did not improve your Reaſon 
more ? What have you your Reaſon for, 
but to judge what is agreeable to the 
| Word 
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Word of God, and what isnot? Isnot- ff 


this aQting like a Creature void of Rea- 
ſon, to be guided altogether by what a 
| few blind Guides fay to you, without 
enquiring at the Law and Teſtimony, whe- 
ther things are fo as they fay or no ? 
Wonderful Stupidity! T ſtand amazed 
at it. It is not all the ſeeming Holineſs 
of thoſe Prieſts you converſe withal, that 
make the Church you are in, a true 
Church. There is no Sett in theWorld, 
but when they are under a Cloud, Neceſ- 


fity, and the Diſcouragement they are 
under, and their deſife to make Proſe- 


lites, makes them outwardly Religious. 


7 There may be, and no doubt are zea- 


lous and — pious Men in all Re- 
ligions in the World ; but that doth not 


make every Religion true and divine, | 


An outward ſhew of Picty is the only 
way of propagating any Religion. 'The 
Devil himſelf could not propagate Hea- 
theniſm and Idolatry, but by the pre- 
tended Zeal, and Picty, and py. 4 ork 


and Mortification of ——_—_— Tyanews ; | 
who yet by the confeſſion of the whole 
Chriſtian World, was no better than a 
Wizard and Conjurer. T make noappli- 
tation to any particular Prieſt 4n the 
ng ren TS ne Church 
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Fhurch'of Rome: 1 do. not deny. hut 
* , en , may be in great Errors, and be 

BY zealous for their Errors, and ſeem- 
T | Bly 


very pious intheir Zeal; and when 
eir Errors are not very willful, and de- 


' troy not the true Worſhip of God, tor 


Sought I know, they may find Mercy in 
the day of 'our Lord. I grant there is a 


eat ſhew of outward Piety in. the 
Church of Rome, very dazling and very , 
moving ; but the great danger lies here, - 


that the Worſhip they give to God with 


one hand, they ſtrike and pull down with 
the other : I know too well the praQtice 
of their Churches ; and-a Heathen, that 
ſhould come into their Temples beyond 
Sea, wauld verily believe that they wor- 


I ſhip a Mulrtiplicity of Gads as well as he, 


. 


whatever their Pretenſions may be: to the 
contrary : It is not what People ſay, ſo 
much as what they do, that God takes 
notice of; and though you {hould Ten 
thouſand times proteſt, that you worſhip 
and adore God alone, yet while God ſees 
you adore the Virgin Mary, with as great 
Zeal and Reverence as you do him, pray 
to her oftner than you do to him, make 
as many bows to her, and other Saints, as 
you do to him, and other things of that 
; nature, 


(124) = 
nature, how can he belieye you ? Reli-* 4s 
gion is a thing that will nor bear Jeſts'F, 
and Hypocriſfie ; God will not be put off ;,. 
with ContradiCtions between Speeches, 

and PraQtices. | | / 
Madam, I do from my Heart pitty F 
you, and as it mg be the weakneſs of 'Þ. 
your Judgment, that might lead you ins. 
to this Erroneous Church, ſo T leſecch # 
you, tor. Chriſt's ſake, to return to the) Þþ. 
"Church you have raſhly lefr, where you &- 
cannot run a hazard if you will but fo. 
low the plain DoQrines of the Goſpel, 'F : 
beſides which we preach nothing, and F. 
enjoin nothing as neceſſary to Salvation. ..hr 
Should theſe Tntreaties and Beſeechings ,k; 
be alledged againſt you in the laſt day, Þ. 
as thingy which you have, contrary to. 
Reaſon, refuſed and i hred, how dread- I 
ful would your Condition be? I have: 
diſcharged my Duty, and given' you. 
warning ; I would not have your Guilt . 
lie at my Door, and therefore have let. ks 
you know my real Thoughts and Senti- . Þ- 
ments concerning your Condition, and : þ,.. 
the Church you are im. The Great God þ, 
of Heavenopen your Eyes, that you may. þ,. 
ſee and fear. { 

Time was when you would have be- 

ET 42 lieved |. 


Fj (ny) 
ieved us as much as you do now the 
riefts of. the Church of Rome. Its 
range, that now they ſhould ſpeak no- 
th vg but Truths, and we nothing but 
Falſhood. . Do you think we do not un- 
lerſtand the Scriptures, and Fathers, and 
Antiquity, as well as they ? And can we 
be ſo beſotted with Intereſt and Paſ- 
dn that none of us ſhould yield to the 
dictates of their Church, if we could pre- 
wil with our Senſe and Reaſon to be-- 
Weve, that the things wherein they differ 
fon us were agreeable to the Goſpel ? 
Pure we have a great many Men among 
Þs that are great Lovers of Peace, and 
ould be glad that the whole Chriſtian 
World were agreed ;. and would theſe 
Men ſtand out againſt that Union, if it 
Sould be done with a ſafe Conſgience ? 
Kertainly we haveMen as learned among 
fs, as ever the Sun did ſhine upon ; nay 
ſtke Church of Rowe hath at this day few 
Wien to equal ours for Learning and 
Mnowledge. And would all our Learned 
{Men be ſo ſtubborn and: obſtinate, as not 
Þ agree with the Church of Rome, if 
Fhey did not: fee plainly, that 'there 75 
[Death iz that Pot; and that the Errors 
4a that Church cannot be ſubſcribed to 
E:: without 
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ment, when you went over to the ChurchiF 
.of Rome, and were perfwaded by the 


| Goſpel on our ſide for what we reach 


' ced torun to the broken Ciſterns of Fraſp 
whoſe Writings they know not wii |; 


. now, you live 1a wilful oppoſation it: 
_ theDoctrineand Precepts of the Goſpel 


' 2 Thefſ. 1.7, 8. That the Lord Jeſus mi 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ta repent of ya 


7 +: bh 
by. 
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without hazard ing the Welfare of thei | 
Souls? I will but ufe your own Argus 


Earneſtneſs of her Prieſts to yield to their 
Reaſonings, what pleaſure can we take 
in promoting your Damnation? What 
can- be our Intereſt in deceiving you F- 
You uſed that Argument on their ſidef 
why will you not uſe it on our ſide 
Judge you, whither we, that have tha 


are not in a ſafer way, than that Church: 
which for all the new DoQtrines the: 
have added to the Old Creeds, are for 


dition ; and T' know not what Father 


ther they be genuine or no? _—_— Nl! | 


and 'O remember what St. Paz! doth fa 


ere long come down from Heaven with. uþ 
his Holy Angels to take Vengeance on tho 
who have aiſobeyed the Goſpel of our Lo. 

TFeſas Chriſt. .© Once more therefore + - 
charge you before Almighty God, an - 


Er q 
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Errors, and to return-to the boſom of 
that Church, in which you received your 
Life and Being, and the Principles of 
Religion and Chriſtianity. Burt if all 
thus ſeem to you no more but Bugbears, 
T have delivered my own Sou}, and 
ſhould be forry that this Diſcourſe ſhould 


41 ſtand as a Witneſs againſt you in' the 


Laſt day, which God knows was only 
intended as a Motive to draw you back 
to that Fold from which you have wary 
: red and goneaſtray. Iam, 


Madam, 


Tour Faithful Friend to ſerve you 


A. H. 


Matlam, Y 


T A 5 inthe publiſhing of this Letter I 
| had no other deſign, but to pre- 
vent the fall of others into the like dan- 
gers, fo I have particularly infifted on 
thoſe motives, which have of late remp- 
ted ſome perfons tov. go over _#0 the Ro- 
man Church, and though TI have repre- 
ſented theſe motives as yours, yet 1n this 
T have been ſo far from doing any thing 
againſt the Laws of private Diſcourſe, 
or Friendſhip , or Acquaintance, that 
I have only toacl'd upon the common 

ſtumbling-blocks, wifich make unwa 
peoplejoyn themſelves ro that Church ; 
Blocks, - which might caſily be removed, 
if Men or Women would but give 
themſelves leave to think , and would 
prefer the ſolid DiQtates of their reaſon 
before the Suggeftions of their foft, and 
ſickly Paſſions. One thing T had almoſt 
torgot,. and which indeed is the great 
Bugrbezr , whereby your Church-men 
right their people from running over 
\ . t© 


| Coops 
tous, and that is, that our Church be- 
F g£&an but about an hundred and fifty 
| years ago, that Leather and aninzlius 
were the Authors of it, and that we 
had:no Church before ; pittiful ſhifts in- 
deed to keep people from ſeeing the Sun 
at Noon. Suppoſe our Religion did but 
begin. then, why, muſt people be al- 
ways in an Error ? Muſt they never re- 
form when they have done amiſs? if 
there were monſtrous Errors in the 
Church of Rome, which the aforeſaid 
Perſons ſaw would be the Death of Chri- 
ftianity, and which they could not. ſub- 
ſeribe to without 'debauching their Rea- 
fon, or wronging both their own and 
3 other Mens Conſciences, was it not ra- 
tional, they ſhould proteſt againſt ſuch 
things, to give their fellow Chriſtians 
warning ? When the Houſe is on fire, 
would you have no body awake to alarm 
the Neighbours to' look to themſelves? 
did they ſee ſo many thouſand Men ready 
to be drewn'd, and would you have had 
them hold their Tongues, and barbarouf- 
ly ſuffered them all to be drownd ? Did 
' they ſee the Chriſtian Religion like to be ' 
| fwallow'd up byDarkneſs and Ignorance, 
. "and was it not time to rouze the {Jum- 
Is K bring 
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bering World ? But however, 'th-t theſe 
Mea were the firſt broachers of our Re- 
ligion, is notoriouſly falſe : Firſt, be- 
cauſe long before them, there were Men 
that lived in the externalCommuniag of 
the Church of Rome, but diſlik'd the 
Errors, as they crept in, and grew dan- 
gerous, and though they were ever- 
awd and filenc'd many times by the 
higher Powers of the Roman Court, yet 
they both deteſted thoſe Corruptions, 
and as they. had opportunity, protefted 
- againſt them, as were an caſte matter 
ro prove from age to ape, if it had not 
been done already over and over by Di- 
vines of our Church, ſo that though theſe 
Men, that lived long before Lather, and 
whom God ſtill rais'd to vindicate his 
Truth, as it grew more and more pol- 
luted, were not call'd Proteſtants by the. 
People, yet in effet they were ſo, and 
confequently there were Proteſtants 
many years before Luther and Zwinglins : 
And though they were not ſuffered by 
_ the Ignorant, and imperious Eccleſfiaſti- 
cal Powers, to meet and afſemble them- 
ſelves in publick , yet they made a 
Church, as much as jthe followers of 
Holy Athanaſins did, when the whole - 

3, World 


; PF 


By (1z1) | 
World was turned 4r:i4az; as much as Ex 
{45ah,and thoſe ſeven thouſand, the Oracle 
mentioned, made a Church, when the 
whole Country was over-run. with Ido- 
. Haters. Theſe ſeven thouſand we read 
lay hid, and durft not appear in publick, 
being oppreſs'd by the Idolatrous pow-. 
er9, that fat at the Stern, and. thought 
there was no good fiſhing but in trous-. 
bled waters. And indeed in this manner . 
our Church was diſpersd long before 
Luther, among the greater multitude of 
the followers of the corrupted Roman. - 
Church, as a handful of wheat lies ſcat-. 
ter'd ina'bufhel of Chaft, and though ir 
it did not appear in Pomp and Gran- 
deur, yet that external Splendour is not 
eſſential to the truth of a Church, your 
own men may be convinced by the afore- 
mentioned examples © © oo .. 
.- Secondly , 1& your Champions ſpeak 
_ ftriQly.of the Religion, which we pro- 
* feſs inthe Church of Ezg/ard, they are 
ynder a miſtake, when they make Ly-. 
ther or Xyiaglivs the Authors of it, for 
our Reformation began ſome-time after,' 
and. was both begun, and carried. on _-. 
ith great deliberation and conſiderati- *' 
On'under Edward the 6th. by publick Au- -: 
| K 2 thority,' 


A 
+ 


WK "WI, « 
Ges 2 ed - hay - Ag £84 ”Y ih 4 
« Ee Y 
. 
*; 


(132) by 
thority, whoſe proper province it is to 
take notice of .what is amiſs in a King-- 
dom or Commonwealth, whether it G 
in Church or State, and to reform and 
mend it. It's no great matter, when a 
Reformation begins, ſo the Reformation 
be but juſt; and if ſuch 4 Refermation 
had begua but yeſterday, that would not 
have made it unlawful, and that our 
Reformation was juſt and neceſſary hath 
been prov'd by our Divines beyond all 
reaſonable contradiction, and how could 
it but be juſt, when the Decrees of the 
Church of Rome controlPd the Word of 
the Living God, and vyed with the Q- 
racles of the Goſpel. How and when 
the ſeveral Errors crept into that Church, 
15 not material to determine, it's enough. ' 
we found them there, and it was GoPs 
mercy not to give all the learned Men of 
that age over to believe alye. But it's 
pretty to hear your Church-men talk of , 
the novelty of our Religion, when it is 
evident to all the underſtanding World, 
that our firſt Reformers: began no new _ 
Religion, but deſired only to keep to the 
Old. All their endeavour was to keep 
to the Religion of the Bible, and to cut 
off all ſuperfluities, and things prejudicial 
to 


- 


TW 

to Salvation, and was there any hurt in 
that? They faw, that many things then 
in ute fn the Church of Rome were dia- 
metically oppoſite to' cc DNottrines-and 
practiſes of the Primitive Church, and 
they juſtly thought it cer Duty to re- 
duce the Clurcli to the antient Pattern; 
the prouder Clergy ofthe Roman Church 

would not yield to it, but would have 
all their new fangles, and all their addi- 
tions to the antient Symbols received as 
Articles of Faith,though all periſh'd, and 
. the coat of Chrift were refit into a thou- 
{and pieces ; the more humble, and more 
moderate of the Clergy, ſaw the pride 
and inſolence of the other, and trembled, 
and thus we and they parted ; we' kept to 
the old Religion, and your Men choſe 
the new, and much good it may Yo you 
with it ; and pray Judge by this, which 
15 the Schiſmatick Church, we or they ? 
we that would have healed J/-:c/, o: they 

that would not be healed; ſo that it 1s * 
not our Religion that began {o lately as 
150 years ago, about Lathers time, but 
it's yours that commeaced then ; tor you 
then embraced the new additions to the 
antient Catholick Creeds with greater 
greedinels, and were reſolv*d to maintain 
that by Bravado's, which you were not 
K 3 able 
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able to defend with Arguments. It's a 
very ordinary thing for people, who ' 
once incline to the Communion of the 
Roman Church to demand of us, before 
they go over, whither a perſon may be 
faved in that Church. The Charity and 
moderation our Divines uſually expreſs in 
their anſwer to this Query, I am ſenſible 
hath doneour Chuach ſome harm where- 
as the Roman Prieſts, being bold in their 
uncharitableneſs, and damning all that 
are out of their Communion, make ſome 
weak people believe, that they muſt be 
in the right, becauſe they are more da-- 
ring in their'Aſſeverations. We have far 
greater reaſon to: be' peremptory in ex- 
cluding the Members of the Church'of 
Rome from Salvation, than they have to 
exclude us, for if that Church be guilty 
of Idolatry (as I fee, your Divines find 
it a very hard task to anſwer the Argu- 
ments of our learned Men, that prove 
it.) Thoſe that are guilty of this Crime 
may ſoon be reſolved by the Apoſtle 
what rheir lot 1s like to be in another 
World; for Np Iaolater, faith St. Paal, 
meaning one that lives, and dies ſo, ſhalt 
znherit the Kzngadom of God, 1 Cor. 6.9. 
.yet we are modeſt, and whatever the 
principles of that Church may lead Men 
FR Wo ' 
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to, we hope, there may be main that 
Church, that either, while they live-in 
the Communion of that Church, have 
anaverſion from the dangerous, and Ido- 
latrous practices of it, or ſometimes be- 
fore they die do heartily repeat of the 
abſurd, and unreaſonable DoQrines, and 
Worſhip, they «have too long aſſerted, 
and complied with, and of ſuch we can- 
not but entertain a very favourable opi- 
nion, and indeed I could name you ſome 
very famous Men both in Fraxce and 1- 
zaly, who, though they have continued in 
the Communion of that Church, z, e. 
have not joyn'd themſelves to any par- 
ticular publick Proteftant Church, yet 
have not approvd of fuch things in the 
Roman Church, as manifeſtly obſtructs 
Mens Salvation, and though like Nicode- 
g:14s they have not dared openly toavow 
their diflike of ſuch Errors, for fear of 
danger, yet in their hearts they have ab- 
horr'd them, and declared ſo much to 
their Friends,and intimate Acquaintance. 
And though their ſeeming Communion 
with a Church ſo Erroneous, cannot be 
totally excuſed, becauſe it looks like a ta- 
cite approbarion of her Errors, yet fince 
weread of Ur he wasaDiſciple of 
Chriſt ſecretly, and notwithſtanding his 
| K 4 not 
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not confeſſing Chriſt publickly, accepted 
of God, we hope ſuch Mens continuing 
in the external Communion of the Ro- 
man Church is not a willful Error, byt 
rather a-pardonable Infirmity , a timo- 
rouſneſs which hath nothing of malice in 
it, and therefore will not hinder them 
from Salvation. We. know not what 
mercy God may ſhew to many poor peo- 
ple in that Church, who are invincibly 
Ignorant, and never {aw a Bible, from 
whence they might reQifhe their mi- 
ſtakes, and do live honeſtly fn this pre- 
ſent World ; but we muſt withal confeſs, 
that vh2 Servant, who hath known his 
Maſters will, and hath not done it, ſhall 
be beaten with many {tripes, and whe- 
ther thoſe that have been enlightened in 
our Church, and have taſted the good 
Word of God, and cannot but ſee our A- 
greement with the Goſpel, and after all 
this embrace the Errors of the Roman 
hurch, whether theſe will be excuſable 
at the laſt day, we juſtly doubt of; to 
live in great Errors 1s to live 1n Sin, but 
where that living in Errors 1s joyn'd 
with reſiftanceof great light, and know- 
ledge, there the Sin becomes ail Crimſon, 
which was but of a faint red before ; and 
if this be the Character ot Chriſt's Friends 
to 
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to do whatſoever he commands us,, then 
the inference is very eaſie, that thoſe cgn- 
not be Chriſt's Friends, nor reign with 
in. Heaven, that willfully leave undone, 
what they know he hath commanded, 
and ſet up a new Worſhip, which he hath 

'no where commanded : Madam, had 

| | you never ſeen ſuch a thing as the Scri- 

pture, your going over to that Church 
might have deſerved ſome Apology, but 
when you were {ſurrounded with the 
beams of that light which ſhines in dark- 
| neſs; as St. Peter calls the Word,with afl | 
thoſe rayes about you, to ſhut your eyes, 
and deſperately to venture upon the 
Church, which enjoyns Men to live a- 
gainſt ſome of Gods Laws, as againſt, 
Exod. 20. 5,6. and Matth. 26. 27, &Cc. 
and conſequently obliges them to pre- 
pare for God's diſpleaſure ; this, I conteſs, 
is an Action, which, as it ſavours of 
great willfulneſs, ſo. I queſtion, if you 
die in't without ſerious repentance, whe- 
ther the Joys you hope tor, will ever fall 
to your ſhare. If your Church-men do 
mean honeſtly, and do truly aim at the 
Peace of Chriſtendom,and fn good earneſt 
deſignthe Union, of Men that profeſs the 
Name of Chriſt, why will not they part 
with thoſe DoEtrines that are ſo great an 
| . offence, 
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offence, not only to all Proteſtants, but 
to Jews and Mahometans too ? If that 
worſhipping of Saints and Images be : 
not neceſſary, but only uſeful, why will * 
not they quit that Worſhip, which by 
their own pretences' is needleſs, eſpect- 
ally when they might do ſo much good 
by it? If the Cup was formerly given 
to the Laity, why will not they to ef- 
fe& the aforeſaid Union, reſtore it to' 
the Laity ? If the ſubſtance of the Sa- 
crament, and the comfort ariſing from it, 
may xemain entire, without obliging 
Men to believe a Tranſubſtantiation, or 
Adoration ofthe conſecrated Wafer, ay 
will not they for peace ſake lay aſide ſuch 
. Dottrines, which neither themſelves, nor 
any Creature underſtands? If Heaven 
and Hell are ſufficient motives to a Holy 
Life, why will not they for "ora 
ſake renounce their Doctrine of Purga- 
tory, which by their own confeſſion 
hath no ground in Scripture? = 
Madam, I have that charitable opinion 
of you, that if you had but takena view 
of theWorſhip of the Church of Rowe, 
as it 1s praQtic'd beyond Sea, in places 
where there is no fear of contradiction 
from any Hereticks, where they may 
freely and ſecurely a& according to then: 
| | prin- 
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Principles, had you ſeen the mode of . 
worſhipping theVirgin Mary at Rome, or | 
in Sparz, or Italy, the ſight of it would 
have certainly raced you from em- 
bracing that Religion, which now you 
ſeem to be mainly delighted with ; for 
indeed the Religion of the Church of 
Rome at this time, if a Man were to gueſs 
| from that, which hath the greateſt out- 
ward Veneration, is little elſe than aWor- 
ſhip of the Virgin Mary. The very Beg- 
gers beyond-Sea in begging of Alms, beg 
more for the Virgin Mary's ſake, than for 
Chriſt's ſake. This, Madam, I know to 
be true, who am no ſtranger to Foreign 
parts; and I will afſureyou, that in thoſe 
Cities or Towns, where both Papiſts and 
Proteſtants have the free exerciſe of their 
Religion, you ſhall live Twenty years in 
a Town before you hear that any Pro- 
teſtant 1s turned Papiſt, (ſo few charms 
are there in the Exerciſe of their Religion 
beyond Sea) but you ſhall not be above 
a year or two in ſuch a Town, before you 
_ hear that ſeveral Papiſts are turned Pro- 


teſtants (ſuch a force hath truth ;) "The <-. 


Religion of the Church of Roxe, as it is ' 
practis'd in Exglana,looks harmleſs. Now 
and then upon ſome great Feſtival they. | 
ſhew you a PiQture of the Virgin Mary, | 
wane ES 
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or of ſome other Saint, and the honeſt 
Prieſt qualifies every DoCtrine;makes the 
Errors ſoft and plauſible, and they dare 
not, living ina Proteſtant Country, ſerve 
the Hoſt of Heaven, TI mean Saints and 
Angels with all their Appertenances, as 
they do in. places, where there are no 
Proteſtants to watch them. | | 
Here their Religion ſeems to be with- 
out a fting, and is clad in the fleece of 
Sheep; but if you could but make a 
Voyage into > 5s or 1:aly, T doubt not 
but you would ſee the Venome of it, and 
avoid it : and the only way not to be of 
the Church of Rowe, would be to go to 
Rome, provided you do not go without 
your Bible. In good truth, that Church 
hath turn'd Chriſtianity into a meer out- 
ward Pomp and Splendor, which raviſhes 
the eye, but can never content a Man's 
reaſon. The gliſtering Gold in their 'Tem- 
ples, tne curious Images of Saints and 
Angels, the numerous and ſtately Altars, 
the mighty Silver Statues, the rich and 
glorious Veſtments you fee up and down 
in their Churches, ſtrike the Senſes into 
a kind of extaſie, and it muſt be Senſe on- 
ty, for a confiderate mind, 'that ſearches 
the inſide of things as well as the outſide, 
cannot be ſo caſily.gull'd and deceiv'd ; 
| and 
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F and this outward Pomp they make not / 
- theleaſt ſign of the truth of their Church, | 


not remembring, that if this bea good 
ſign, the idolatrous People in Fapan and 
China, whoſe Templesare infinitely more 
{ſhining and glorious, will have a better 
Title to the true Church than they : IT 
mult confeſs, that in Policy, and Worldly 


- * Craft and Cunning, the Church of Rowe 


exceeds ours, for they have not only 
turn'd the Spiritual Worſhip of the Go- 
ſpel into a Senſual Service, into outward 
Religious Formalities, a thing ſtrangely 
pleaſing to fleſh and blood ; but they 
have Shooes that will fit all ſorts of Feer, 
great and ſmall, and have Remedies for 
all Diſtempers, and you may go to Hea- 
ven in that Church either through the 
ſtraight way,or through the broad,which 

ou pleaſe; they can fit the Melancholy 
Perſon, and the Jovial ; they have Mona- 


ſteries and Nunneries, and Severities to 


content the one, and know how toallow 
greater liberty to the other ;- they can ei- 
ther ſend a Man to Happineſs through a 
tedious task of Mortification, if he likes 
that method beſt, or help him thither by 
a quicker diſpatch, by Confeſſion, Attrt- 
tion, and Abſolution upon a Death-bed, 
when the Man can hold Sin and the 
- World 
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not do.amils in that Church, for living: *Þ-. 


you may be forgiven, and after Death 
you may, be pray'd out of Purgatory, 


ſooner or later, according as.you will 


ſpend Money upon Maſles,for Gold doth 
ftrangely quicken theſe Supplications, 

. Such a Church, Madam, you have e- 
ſpoufed; and divorced your ſelf from one 
that prefers the Wildem of God, and of 
the Goſpel, before. the Wiſdom of rhe 
Fleſh, and glories in dealing plainly and 
honeſtly with all Men, that keeps cloſe to 


- the Scriptures,and yet is notk againſt thoſe 


— 


pious Cuſtomes of Antiquity, . which are 
not contradictory to the Scriptures, that, 
generouſly maintains the Prerogative of 


God ; and gives no other Honour. to 


Saints and Angels, but what may confiſt 
with che Glory of her Creator; that hath 
made no new Articles of Faith, but keeps 
to the old, and thinks it Rebellion againſt 
God to enjoin things as neceſlary to Sal- 
vation, which Gad never made ſo ; that 
urges the ſtricteſt Life, and encourages 
nothing but what may promote true Pie- 
ty and Devotion; thathath.nomore Cere- 
monies but what are decent,and laboursto. 
free Religion at once from Slovenlineſs 


and Superſtition ; that ſecures the Right 
; OT 
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Children to live like good Subje&s, and 
good Chriſtians ; and though it be her 
misfortune, that too many of her pretend- 
ed Members hve like Enemies of Chriſti- 


anity, yet that's not long of her Doarines 


and Conſtitutions, but long of the Stub- 
bornneſs of Men, whowiK not be reforn'd 
by her Precepts : As no Man: blames 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles, becauſe Judas was 
A Hypocrite,or becauſe $:me Magus pro- 
feſs'd their Religion ; ſo they betray 
great Ignorance and Simplicity, that, for 
the monſtrous Impieties of many that 
profeſs themſelves Members of our Af- 
{emblies, deſpiſe and ſlight our Church, 
which in her Principles is moſt averſe 
from all fuch praQtices ; a Church, which 


as for mine own particular, I have delibe- 


rately and premeditately embraced and 


. choſen, ſo,T hope,T ſhall neveribe ſo much 


forſaken of God, or of my Reaſon, as to 
quit it to become a Papiſt. T have not 
been altogether a careleſs Obſerver of the 
ſeveral Chriſtian Churches, diſpersd 
through the World. Defire of mine own 
Salvation hath made me take particular 
notice, what Corruption there is in them, 
and what Afﬀnity they. have with the 
Primitive Profeflors of Chriſtianity : And 
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I muſt freely confeſs upon a ſerious Exa- 
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' mination of the Scripture, and the Fa- 


thers of the three firſt Centuries after 
Chriſt, that from my Heart think there 
is no Church this day 1n all the Chriſtian 
World, be it Eaftern or Weſtern, that in 
her Principles and Conſtitutions bears fo 
much of - the'Tmage of the truly Primi- 
tive Church, or comes fo near it, as-the 
Church of Ezglazd ; a Church, which as 
your Fore-fathers had courage to'burn 
for, ſo I verily believe, that he under- 


. ſtands not her Innocent Deſigns, and ex- 


cellent Rules, that dares not die a Mar- 
tyr in her cauſe. GE br FI 


Once more your Faithful 


Friend to ſerve youy 


A. Horneck.. 
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